
 

 

 

Lead Mitigation Grant Program 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is the Lead Mitigation Grant Program? 

The Lead Mitigation Grant Program is funded by the NSW EPA and administered through Lake 
Macquarie City Council.  It aims to assist eligible North Lake Macquarie landowners and tenants 
who have been impacted by lead contamination resulting from the former Pasminco Cockle Creek 
Smelter.  There are various activities related to voluntary soil assessment and property 
remediation that are eligible for funding. 

Who is eligible to apply for funding? 

Any residential land owner or tenant living within the Lead Abatement Strategy (LAS) area.  This 
includes suburbs of Boolaroo, Argenton and parts of Speers Point, Macquarie Hills and 
Edgeworth.  The LAS is highlighted in green on the map below.   

 



What activities can I receive funding for? 

Depending on the contamination status of your property in the LAS area, you may eligible for: 

• X-ray Fluorescence (XRF) testing of soil, a quick test carried out by Council staff to 
estimate lead in soil levels. 

• Assistance with lead in soil testing carried out by a suitably qualified consultant to 
confirm contamination status. 

• Assistance with the costs of a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) prepared by a suitably qualified 
consultant. 

• Assistance with the costs of a Validation Report prepared by a suitably qualified 
consultant.  

• Assistance with costs of tipping fees associated with disposal of contaminated soil. 

• Assistance with maintaining capped soil. 

• Assistance with setting up or maintaining raised garden beds. 

 

In situations only where an acute health risk* is identified, applicants may also be eligible for: 

• Assistance with temporary housing or relocation costs while a property undergoes 
remediation. 

• Assistance with costs for remediation of land. 

*An acute health risk is deemed to exist when certain health risk criteria are met – refer to the 
Grant Guidelines for more information. 

For more details about each activity, including the funding amounts available, please refer to the 
Lead Mitigation Grant Guidelines available online at https://www.lakemac.com.au/Our-
Council/Grants-and-funding/Lead-Mitigation-Grants.  

 

How can I apply for funding? 

Applications can be completed online at https://www.lakemac.com.au/Our-Council/Grants-and-
funding/Lead-Mitigation-Grants. If you are unable to complete the online form, contact Council’s 
Sustainability Engagement Officer on 4921 0333 or at leadgrants@lakemac.nsw.gov.au. 

Applicants are notified of the outcome of their application following the closure of each round.  

 

Where can I find more information? 

The Lead Mitigation Grant Guidelines, FAQs and application form are available on Council’s 
website at https://www.lakemac.com.au/Our-Council/Grants-and-funding/Lead-Mitigation-
Grants. 

Relevant documents and reports related to legacy lead contamination in North Lake Macquarie 
are available at https://shape.lakemac.com.au/living-safely-with-lead. 

You can also contact Council’s Sustainability Engagement Officer on 4921 0333 or at 
leadgrants@lakemac.nsw.gov.au. 
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How do I find out the contamination status of my property? 

To find out your contaminated land status and notation enter your address into Council’s 
Property Enquiry app by visiting 
http://apptracking.lakemac.com.au/modules/PropertyMaster/default.aspx  

Your contamination notation number will be included in the minor conditions section in the 
property report.  If relevant documentation is held by Council, this information will be provided 
on request. 

 

What do the different contamination notations mean? 

There are six possible contamination notations for land in the City: 

1. Contaminated land – Property that is known to be contaminated 
2. Potentially contaminated land – Property is suspected to be contaminated as a result of 

past use or proximity to pollution sources 
3. Remediated land with contamination above the investigation threshold – Property has 

undergone some remediation works, but contamination remains on site above 
investigation levels 

4. Remediated land with contamination below the investigation threshold – Property has 
undergone remediation and soil testing has shown that contamination levels are now 
below investigation levels. 

5. Below contaminated land investigation threshold – Property has undergone soil testing 
and found to be below investigation levels. 

6. No clear site history - Council records do not contain a clear site history for the land or 
there is inadequate knowledge of uses that may have led to contamination or potential 
contamination. 

 

How does a contamination notation affect my proposed building project? 

If your property has notation 4, 5 or 6, there are no development restrictions related to 
contaminated land. 

If your property has notation 1 or 3, a Remedial Action Plan prepared by a suitably qualified 
consultant is required. Options for managing contaminated soil during building work generally 
require off-site removal and/or on-site storage and management. 

If your property has notation 2, a detailed site investigation such as a lead in soil test may be 
required. If the results reveal that contamination is above the relevant contamination threshold 
for the proposed land use, a Remedial Action Plan will be required. 
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What are the investigation thresholds? 

The investigation thresholds are determined from the Health Investigation Levels (HIL) set in the 
National Environment Protection Measure (Assessment of Soil Contamination), which are 
endorsed by the Australian Government.  

There are four HILs which vary depending on how the land is used. 
 

HIL Land Use Lead in soil threshold (ppm) 

HIL A Residential land with accessible gardens 300 

HIL B Residential land with minimal opportunity for 
soil access 

1200 

HIL C Public open space 600 

HIL D Commercial/industrial 1500 

 

How should I manage soil on my property? 

Bare soil, dirt and dust are the biggest sources of lead exposure from contaminated soil. If your 
property has notation 1, 2 or 3, this legacy lead contamination can be managed by maintaining an 
effective barrier over the contaminated soil e.g. hardstand paving or turf.  In order to maintain 
adequate grass coverage, you may be eligible for an exemption to water restrictions. Exemption 
requests can be completed online https://hunterwater.com.au/Save-Water/Water-
Restrictions/Exemption-Request-for-Residential-Properties.aspx, or by contacting Hunter Water 
on 1300 657 657. 

If you’re growing fruit or vegetables, it is recommended that you do so in raised garden beds 
filled with clean soil. 

More information on how to manage exposure to lead at residential properties is available from: 

• Hunter New England Health - 
www.hnehealth.nsw.gov.au/hneph/EnvironmentalHealth/Pages/Lead.aspx  

• NSW Environmental Protection Authority - www.epa.nsw.gov.au/your-
environment/household-building-and-renovation/lead-safety  

 

How can I dispose of lead contaminated soil? 

Lead contaminated soil from the LAS area can now be deposited at any NSW EPA licensed landfill 
that receives general solid waste – including the Awaba Waste Management Facility in Lake 
Macquarie. The NSW EPA has removed the standard waste levy on this soil, resulting in a reduced 
cost for soil disposal.   

Please contact Council prior to disposing of lead contaminated soil at Awaba Waste Management 
Facility. You are required to pre-book disposal, and some additional requirements for transport 
and handling apply to this material.  

This waste disposal arrangement does not apply to black slag – the black gritty sand like material 
that is sometimes found in the area. For more information regarding disposal black slag disposal 
options, please contact the EPA on 131 555 or visit www.epa.nsw.gov.au/working-
together/community-engagement/community-news/lmc-review-lead-exposure-
management/lead-soil-disposal-for-lake-macquarie-residents. 
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What was the Lead Abatement Strategy (LAS)? 

The LAS was developed by the Deed Administrators of Pasminco Cockle Creek Pty Ltd to find a 
suitable and workable solution to managing the lead fallout levels from soils in the community 
surrounding the former smelter.  

The Lead Abatement Strategy was designed to minimise exposure to lead contaminated soil on 
residential properties. As part of the strategy, lead-in-soil testing was undertaken and abatement 
works were conducted, if necessary, to ensure there was an effective physical barrier between 
residents and contaminated soil. The physical barrier was established by using materials such as 
soil, turf, or concrete.  

Participation in the LAS was voluntary, and owners of approximately half of the nominated 
properties chose to opt out. Property owners that participated in the LAS had soils on their 
property tested, and abatement works were undertaken where required.  

After the site was tested and an appropriate barrier between the residents and the contaminated 
soil was in place, the property owners received a "Certificate of Completion". It is important to 
highlight that this does not indicate that the site is free from lead-in-soil contamination, but 
rather, that works were conducted in accordance with the LAS. 

 

If you require any further information, please contact Chris Dart, Sustainability Engagement 
Officer, on 4921 0333 or at leadgrants@lakemac.nsw.gov.au.  

mailto:leadgrants@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

