
 

 
 

 

 

Expression of interest  

Wangi Library Creative Hub 

Budget: $10,000 split across three projects 

Applications due: 28 April 2021 

Project delivery dates: 31 May 2021 

Open to: Creative individuals, groups or companies from the Hunter region 

About the opportunity  

Lake Macquarie City Council is seeking expressions of interest from Hunter based Artists to create 
engaging public artworks that activate the newly launched Wangi Library Creative Hub, 295 Watkins Rd, 
Wangi Wangi NSW 2267. More information about the Wangi Library Creative Hub can be found here.  

 

Lake Macquarie City Council recognises the benefits of artworks integrated into the community and their 
ability to create a sense of place, identity and engagement.  These artworks will celebrate the re-opening of 
the Wangi Library Creative Hub and attract and excite visitors to the space, supporting Lake Mac Libraries 
vision of being: 

Vibrant contemporary places where the people of Lake Macquarie meet, acquire knowledge, share 
inspiring experiences and grasp new opportunities. 

This expression of interest outlines the services required by a creative individual, group or company for a 
design for: 

Opportunity 1: Side wall of neighbouring building (VITA café & restaurant), $5,000 budget 

Opportunity 2: Front wall of Wangi Library Creative Hub, $4,400 budget 

Opportunity 3: Book bin, $600 budget 

https://www.lakemac.com.au/Projects/Wangi-Wangi-Library-and-Creative-Hub
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Background 

Community engagement during Council’s Arts, Heritage and Culture Plan 2017-2027 and Lake Mac 
Libraries Strategy 2019-2024, highlighted there is a need to provide improved library facilities and diverse 
experiences. The community wants the opportunity for collaborative cultural projects in accessible library 
spaces, experiences that are meaningful in village communities, and access to facilities providing lifelong 
learning and place making that build community cohesion and understanding. 

The refurbishment will improve community access and participation with the facility through new amenities, 
refreshed interior and browsing collections, extended all-weather balcony, wet space and new self-service 
technologies. The new space also provides new flexible service delivery options in partnership with the 
community, managed by the Wangi Wangi Creative Hub Business Leader. 

Project Scope 

To be completed by late May 2021, the artwork can utilise any creative means, such as mural, vinyl 
artworks, paste ups, stencils, sculpture or illumination. It must be suitable for a public environment; public 
safety, exposure to the elements and potential vandalism should be considered as part of your proposal. 

This commission is intended for artists located in the Hunter Region.  

Sites 

Opportunity 1: Side wall of neighbouring building  

Neighbouring Wangi Library Creative Hub is the VITA café and restaurant. Council is seeking interest from 
Artists to transform this brick wall with a creative artwork. Artists are encouraged to think outside the square 
in regards to their choice of medium, the artwork can utilise multiple creative means, such as mural, paste 
ups, stencils, relief sculpture or illumination (10amp power available). 

The wall is approximately 8.4m long and between 3.5 and 4m high (ground level is on a slope, dimensions 
are for brick section only). Please note there are a number of utilities placed along the wall which will need 
to be factored into the final design. 
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Opportunity 2: Front wall of Wangi Library Creative Hub 

Council is seeking interest from Artists to transform the front façade of the recently renovated Wangi Library 
Creative Hub. 

The wall is painted brickwork measuring approximately 5.9m long and 1.9m high. Please note the final 
design may need to work around a new signage panel to be installed measuring approx. 1m x 1m pending 
a decision about its final placement.  
 
Please note our friendly polar bear resides near the entrance to the Creative Hub, please consider this 
sculpture when compiling your proposal, you may choose to extend your artwork to include the bear. The 
polar bear is made from a fibreglass material mounted to a concrete base, both the sculpture and the base 
can be easily painted. 

 

Opportunity 3: Book bin 

Council is seeking an Artist to transform the Library book bin, approx. dimensions are 1200 mm high X 
700mm wide x 700mm deep. All four sides and top facades need to be painted.  
 

Potential themes: 

1. Connection to place 
2. Lake Macquarie as a vibrant, creative city; read more about the objectives of the Wangi Library 

Creative Hub here.  

 

  

https://www.lakemac.com.au/Projects/Wangi-Library-Creative-Hub
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Key Information 

1. Completion: 31 May 2021 
2. Budget: The budget for each project as detailed above covers all the artists’ cost, which includes 

but is not limited to artist fee, materials, contractors, etc. No further funds will be allocated for the 
creation of the artwork.  
Council will support with: Installation expenses, marketing and labels, supportive furniture, and 
expenses as negotiated in the contract. 

3. Collection: The work will become a part of the LMCC Urban and Public Art Collection. 
4. Contractual Agreement: If successful, full terms and conditions will be outlined within a contractual 

agreement between the artist and Lake Macquarie City Council. This expression of interest has no 
legal bearing. 

5. Materials: Materials used must be suitable for an outdoor public environment, durable and non-
toxic.  
 

Selection Principles 

The Lake Macquarie City Council’s Urban and Public Art Policy identifies the following objectives: 

- articulate a sense of place or community identity; 
- encourage a stronger sense of community belonging, and community ownership of public spaces 

within the Lake Macquarie; 
- integrate public art into the infrastructure and natural environments of the City in order to enhance 

public spaces; 
- ensure proposals are suitable and sustainable/ robust; and  
- foster young and emerging artists in the Lake Macquarie community. 

Lake Mac Libraries 5-year Business Plan identifies supporting formal and informal learning, especially 
literacy (in all its forms including - reading, numeracy, digital, visual and citizenship), through all stages of 
life.  

Selection Process  

A selection panel will evaluate submissions with consideration to (but not be limited to) the following key 
selection criteria: 

- originality of the concept; 
- relevance to proposed location and audience; 
- quality of visual representation; 
- ability to articulate a sense of place and community identity; 
- how the design will enhance the public space; and 
- ability to complete the commission within budget, timeframe and complexity of installation. 

Key project dates 

Detail Deadline 

EOI application opens 12 April 2021 

EOI application closes 28 April 2021 

EOI applications assessed 30 April 2021 

Artists contracted/notified 4 May 2021 

Installation due by 31 May 2021 
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Project Budget 

Based on opportunity, refer to detail above. 

The commission budget will need to include: 

- Attendance of a minimum of 1 Project Management meeting with Council Officers (to be held online 
or onsite). 

- Evidence of public liability insurance (can be sourced following successful application). 
- All costs involved in developing the work. 
- Works shall be carried out in their entirety in strict accordance with and to the true intent and 

purpose of, the design brief. 
- Any other works required to complete the project. 
 

Lake Macquarie City Council will cover the costs associated with: 

- Managing the installation of the artwork in collaboration with the artist 
- Supply of onsite installation equipment and personnel (based on discussion with designers and 

project manager). 
- Photography of the process and final artwork. 
- Media and marketing. 
- Risk management. 
- Approval and due diligence of the project  

Submit your application 

Applications will close 28 April. Any application received after the closing date may be deemed non-
compliant and disqualified from the assessment process. 

Applications must be lodged electronically through SmartyGrants. Artists are responsible for ensuring that 
any documents or information submitted electronically is in an acceptable format (such as PDF, Excel or 
Word). 

Responses should include: 

1. Contact details: name, telephone, mobile, email address, street address, ABN. 

2. Relevant experience and examples of previous work (maximum 3 examples) 

3. Artwork concept; a brief concept statement about the design/purpose and application. Please note 
the concept statement can be submitted in written (no more than 150 words), rough sketch or 
digitally rendered form, or whichever medium is most suitable for the individual artist or artist team 
to communicate their ideas. Please note this is not a request for a refined artistic design. We 
understand it takes time to produce a final artwork and we can work through final designs with 
successful applications.   

Contact 

Kattie Bugeja 
Urban and Public Art Curator 

P: 02 4921 0241 

E: culturalprojects@lakemac.nsw.gov.au 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lakemac.smartygrants.com.au/WangiLibraryCreativeHub
mailto:culturalprojects@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

