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Mayoral Minutes
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February and March 2021 Council and Standing Committee

St A meeting arrangements - ongoing COVID-19 response

File F2004/06312 - D09935688
Author Mayor - Kay Fraser

We are all aware of the huge impact COVID-19 has had on our community in 2020. In April,
under public health orders, Council was required to hold its Standing Committee and Council
meetings virtually, for the first time ever. Councillors and the public adapted very quickly to
this new, remote way of conducting business. Since restrictions eased slightly in July, we
have been reviewing our meeting arrangements on a monthly basis, to ensure we are
considering the most up-to-date health advice for our Councillors, staff and community.

Thankfully, restrictions continue to ease just in time for family and friends in New South
Wales to be able to celebrate Christmas together in person. However, until the end of the
prescribed period of 26 March 2021 legislation states that councillors may meet their
attendance requirements by attending meetings via audio-visual link. The Office of Local
Government advised that councillors and council staff may attend council meetings in person
but councils must continue to allow participation by audio visual links where it is reasonably
practicable to do so.

As this is the last meeting of 2020, | propose that Council authorise the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) to determine the method and/or location of Standing Committee and Council
meetings until the end of the prescribed period. The CEQ’s determination will be based on
the most current health advice at the time when meetings are required to be advertised.

Recommendation

Council:

A. delegates the decision to the CEO to determine the method and/or location of the
following meetings:

a. 8 February 2021 — Standing Committee
b. 22 February 2021 — Ordinary Council
c. 8 March 2021 — Standing Committee
d. 22 March 2021 — Ordinary Council, and

B. requests the CEO to make the determination in consultation with the Mayor and
Councillors and based on the health advice and public health orders in place at the
time meetings are required to be advertised.

Attachments
Nil.
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