
Dinghy Management - Council Policy Version 3 - 25 March 2014 
 

This is a controlled document.  Before using this document, check it is the latest version by checking it on Council’s intranet. Unless otherwise shown, printed or 
downloaded versions of this document are uncontrolled. 

Lake Macquarie City Council Page 1 of 6 

 

 

Council Policy  

Dinghy Management  

 

 

 

Table of Contents 
. 

Table of Contents ....................................................................................................................... 1 

Policy .......................................................................................................................................... 2 

2. Purpose of the Policy ........................................................................................................ 2 

3. Policy Definitions .............................................................................................................. 2 

4. Policy – General Notes ...................................................................................................... 3 

5. Policy Statement ................................................................................................................ 4 

Controlled Document Information ............................................................................................ 6 
 

  



Dinghy Management - Council Policy Version 3 - 25 March 2014 
 

This is a controlled document.  Before using this document, check it is the latest version by checking it on Council’s intranet. Unless otherwise shown, printed or 
downloaded versions of this document are uncontrolled. 

Lake Macquarie City Council Page 2 of 6 

 

Policy 

1. Policy Objectives: 
 

To implement a Policy resolved by Council; 

To rationalise the number of dinghies stored on public land by the removal of derelict, abandoned or 
unauthorised vessels; 

To reduce Council’s exposure to litigation; 

To improve the availability of open space parkland and public access to foreshore reserves; 

To improve maintenance of reserves by reducing the number of dinghies stored on public land; 

To reduce the amount of damage to trees and native vegetation caused by the tethering of dinghies. 

 

2. Purpose of the Policy 
 

The purpose of the Policy is to enable the ordered management and control of the storage of dinghies on 
public land around the foreshore of Lake Macquarie and it’s tributaries.  

Management of public land is an essential activity carried out by local government and individuals in 
response to State legislation, common law and the community’s desire to maintain the amenity, sense of 
place and freedom of choice in the City.  Mismanagement of public land can detrimentally affect aspects 
of health, safety, and enjoyment of urban life.  

Equally, in recognition of the social, recreational, and practical benefits of dinghy storage adjoining the 
lake and its estuaries, this Policy outlines Council’s philosophy on management of dinghies on public 
land.  The Policy provides management guidelines by which the benefits can be achieved. 

For many decades, Lake Macquarie City Council has permitted dinghies to be stored on public land, 
which includes public roads, parklands and reserves.  This activity will continue to be permitted. 

 

3. Policy Definitions 
 

Dinghy 

For the purpose of this policy, a dinghy is defined as a single hulled vessel up to a maximum length 
of 4.0 metres. 

Unauthorised vessel 

For the purpose of this Policy, an unauthorised vessel is a vessel not included in the ‘Dinghy’ 
definition.  An unauthorised vessel would include, but not be limited too, any large single or multi 
hulled vessel, a medium/large trailable vessel, trailer sailer, catamaran, sailboard, jet ski, surfboard, 
work punt, pontoon, sailboat (fitted with mast), rowing skull, inflatable boat, canoe, kayak, surfboard, 
and the like. 

Derelict vessel 

A dinghy or other vessel left on public land, which appears to be unseaworthy by the evidence of 
damage to affect vessel flotation and user safety.  
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Abandoned vessel 

A dinghy or other vessel left on public land, which appears to be un-owned. 

Storage Facilities 

Purpose built storage structures constructed in a fashion, and located in a position, so as not to 
adversely affect the visual amenity of the public land.  The storage facilities may be in the form of 
racks, stand-alone vertical tie-posts, or horizontal fixing rails. 

Public land 

Public land is land that is set aside for the purpose of public recreation, or any other public purpose.  
Council either owns the land; the land is dedicated as public reserve and administered by Council; 
or is Crown land set aside for the purpose of public recreation and administered on behalf of the 
State Government by Council. 

Public land includes land that is part of a public road reservation. 

Absolute waterfront property 

Private property that has, as its boundary, a frontage directly to the high tide line of Lake Macquarie, 
or its tributaries. 

 

4. Policy – General Notes 
 

Current Legislation 

Council is the responsible authority to manage activities which occur on public land under State enacted 
legislation and local regulations. 

Crown Lands Act 1989 

Council is empowered under provisions contained in the Crown Lands Act 1989 to control, restrict, or 
prohibit any activity that occurs, or is likely to occur, on Crown land reserved for Public Recreation. 

Local Government Act 1993 (as amended) 

Under Section 632 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council is empowered to control, restrict, or 
prohibit any activity that occurs, or is likely to occur, on public open space. 

Roads Act 1993 

Under Division 3 of the Roads Act 1993, Council is empowered to authorise use of, and deal with 
obstructions on, road reservations. 

Policy Restrictions 

The Policy contains restrictions relating to; 

 the type and size of vessels which can be stored on public land, 

 determination of suitable storage locations, 

 areas not suitable for storage. 
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Courtesy 

It is essential that persons who wish to store a dinghy on public land are aware of the right of the public 
to gain free and unrestricted access to public land and the lake shoreline.  Appointed officers and 
authorised staff will monitor positioning of dinghies to ensure this outcome, to ensure consideration and 
courtesy. 

Policy Enforcement 

Council has authorised officers (Rangers) who will enforce the provisions of the Local Government Act 
1993, the Crown Lands Act 1989, and the Roads Act 1993. 

Police officers may also enforce the provisions of the relevant Acts and Regulations. 

Authorised officers may make regular patrols of public spaces, including public roads, parklands, 
beaches and bushland reserves.  Fines will be issued to the appropriate person for non-compliance with 
the relevant Act or Regulation, any signs placed by Council, or Council policies that may be applicable.  

Signage to control placement or prohibition of dinghies on public land will be installed and maintained as 
required, in the appropriate locations within parks, reserves and roads. 

 

5. Policy Statement 
1. Dinghies will be permitted to be stored on public land, subject to conditions. 

Reason: Dinghies form an integral part of the Lake Macquarie aquatic environment, are essential for 
accessing moored vessels, and for the enjoyment of the lake and its facilities. 

2. Council will regulate the storage of dinghies where environmental and safety issues emerge. 

Reason: Many areas of public land on the lake shoreline have dinghies stored, which cause no 
adverse effect on the environment or on the public’s use and enjoyment of the public land. At those 
locations where dinghy storage raises matters of concern, investigations will be undertaken and 
appropriate regulation of the activity undertaken. 

3. Vessel types approved for storage are defined as a ‘dinghy’.  All other vessels other than those 
defined as a ‘dinghy’ are ‘unauthorised vessels’, and are not permitted to be stored on public 
land. 

Reason: Defining authorised vessels will ensure minimal impact on legitimate lake users, whilst 
improving access and protecting the shoreline environment by removing large and inappropriate 
vessels. 

4. Storage of vessels is restricted to those dinghies used to access moored vessels, and used to 
access the lake for fishing and recreational activities. 

Reason: Defining authorised vessels will improve the shoreline and lake environment by reducing the 
number of large and inappropriate vessel types from being stored on public land. 

5. Dinghies owned by absolute waterfront property owners are to be stored within the freehold 
property; not on any public land adjoining. 

Reason: A high proportion of registered moorings belong to persons who own absolute waterfront 
property, and the moored vessel is within view of the property.  Those persons are required to utilise 
their freehold land to store dinghies, rather than occupy public land. 

6. Dinghies to be in a seaworthy condition and in good repair. 

Reason: Dinghies should be capable of performing the task required, and any unseaworthy or 
abandoned vessels are not permitted to occupy public land. 
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7. Dinghies to be placed in locations so as not to impede access to or along the lake shoreline, or 
any tributaries shoreline. 

Reason: Members of the public have a right to access public land along the shoreline of the lake and 
its tributaries without undue restriction, and to do so in a safe manner. 

8. Storage is not to impact on native vegetation or established groves or individual trees. 

Reason: Shoreline riparian vegetation is critical to stabilise and improve the environment and vista of 
the lake.  Placement of dinghies away from and not tethered to trees, or over areas of riparian 
vegetation, will ensure improvement, stability, and preservation of shoreline. 

9. The implications of this Policy are to be advertised to the public  

Reason: Through education and interpretive measures, Council will assist the public to understand 
the implications of this Policy, relevant State legislation, the responsibilities of dinghy owners, and 
Council’s management and enforcement procedures. 
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