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Part 1 Lake Macquarie City Council Sports Facility Strategy
2015 – 2020
1

Introduction

The City of Lake Macquarie covers an area of approximately 750 square kilometres and with
an estimated population of 202,676 (Australian Bureau Statistics), it is the largest Local
Government Area (LGA) by population in the Hunter, and the fourth largest in New South
Wales.
Lake Macquarie City Council is the major provider of sports facilities in the City, creating
opportunities for the community to participate in organised sport by providing facilities that
are safe, accessible, and relevant to user needs. Council recognises the importance of
sports facilities to the open space network within Lake Macquarie, providing opportunities to
improve the health and well-being, and enhance the lifestyle of residents.
Council has developed this Sports Facility Strategy to provide an up-to-date understanding of
the facility mix within the Council area and beyond, what opportunities are available in the
City, what are the issues relating to sports facilities, and the identification of strategies to
address existing and potential gaps.
This Strategy has been developed by Council officers, using the professional knowledge and
experience of these people, and relies on information provided by sports clubs, sports
associations, recent facility audit surveys, and other relevant industry research.

1.1

Layout of the Report

The Sports Facility Strategy consists of the following sections:
Part 1:


Aims and principles of the strategy



Strategic Action Plan



Glossary of terms and reference list

Part 2:


Works Schedule and Provision of Future Sports Facilities

Part 3:


Supporting appendices relating to sports participation, trends, and facility provision

1.2

Background

Council is the main financial contributor to the development and embellishment of sports
facilities, however, clubs and other users are able and to raise funds for these purposes.
This document builds on the previous LMCC Sports Strategy 2009-2014, being the strategic
document to guide this development, and prioritise funding and other resources.
Council completed an audit of sports facilities (the ‘Sports Facility Audit’) in 2008, which
collected quantitative and qualitative data for sports facilities from clubs and associations.
The audit identified the functionality of many Council-owned and managed sports facilities
were not at desirable levels at the time. Further audit surveys completed in 2014 inform this
assessment. Additionally, Council receives many requests from sports clubs and
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associations seeking assistance to improve existing facilities, and construct new facilities, or
provide advice on sport and recreation issues relating the grounds and infrastructure.
Council has adopted the City of Lake Macquarie Community Strategic Plan 2013 – 2023, a
corporate document that provides a platform for Council to report and respond to the
community’s major priorities. The Community Strategic Plan identifies the Sports Recreation
And Culture as a key focus area, and indicates maintenance of sports facilities as a priority.

1.3

Scope of the Strategy

The Sports Facility Strategy is focussed on active (organised) sports participation. The
strategy will be mindful of sports opportunities provided by other agencies (i.e. private sector)
within the City of Lake Macquarie; however, the primary focus is on outdoor sporting facilities
under the ownership and/or management of Lake Macquarie City Council.
The strategy applies to land that is owned by:


Council, and is categorised as ‘sportsground’ under section 36(4) of the Local
Government Act 1993; or



The Crown, placed under the care and control of Council, if the land is used, or is
proposed to be used primarily for active recreation involving organised sports.

The strategy does not include tennis facilities, and outdoor facilities not traditionally provided
by Council, such as (but not limited to) golf courses, lawn bowls, water based sports, and
beach sports. Strategic directions for these activities, and other issues, will be included in
separate studies, and as need arises.
Council is proceeding with the production of Development Contribution Catchment Plans for
the five (5) contribution catchments of Morisset, Charlestown, Glendale, Toronto and
Belmont.
Contained within each contribution catchment plan is a Recreation and Land Plan, which
informs the contributions catchment plan in the approach to the provision and outcomes
relating to upgraded and new sports areas and facilities. Within each plan, there is an
indicated standard of provision of sports facilities per head of population.

1.4

Aims of the Strategy

The Sports Facility Strategy will:


Ensure sports facilities within the City of Lake Macquarie meet the core objectives
outlined in Part 2, Division 2, section 36F of the Local Government Act 1993, which
are to encourage, promote and facilitate recreational pursuits in the community
involving organised and informal sporting activities and games, and ensure that such
activities are managed having regard to any adverse impact on nearby residences;



Enable Council to quantify and prioritise financial resources that will be required over
a 5-10 year period to provide sports facility infrastructure that meets user
requirements;



Identify the adequacy (or otherwise) of the condition and supply of existing outdoor
sports facilities to meet current and future needs;



Identify and respond to the existing unmet needs, and assist in identifying the
potential future needs of sports clubs and the broader community and in relation to
outdoor sports facility provision;



Prepare a strategic approach for the future provision of outdoor sports facilities,
including potential new sites for additional facility development;
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Provide supporting information for Council to explore potential opportunities for
funding partnerships and/or joint facility development with external stakeholders;



Enable Council to more effectively assess facility development proposals and funding
applications from clubs and other groups; and



Formalise a consistent consultative process with sporting groups to enable
benchmarking of facility suitability and user needs, and work towards meeting needs
into the future.

1.5

Principles

This strategy is to be applied as a strategic framework, to inform the continued upgrading of
existing, and development of new facilities in the Lake Macquarie LGA, rather than provide
detailed direction for every possible situation.
The following principles guide the provision of sports facilities and services within the City of
Lake Macquarie, and have been used to develop this Strategy:


Provision of a diverse range of sports facilities at local, district and regional levels,
with minimal duplication;



Provide facilities that have a range of qualities, with the majority catering for ‘grassroots’ sport, and some catering for high level and elite sport;



Maximise opportunities for multi-use and shared-used of sports infrastructure;



Adequately cater for changes in sports participation;



Equitable and rational distribution of Council resources when applied to the provision
of sports infrastructure; and

Implement industry and sustainability best practice principles in the planning, design and
use of new facilities.

1.6

Methodology

The methodology used to develop the Sports Facility Strategy has included the following key
tasks:
A)

Recent Sports Surveys & Review of 2008 Sports Facility Audit

Consultation was undertaken with key stakeholders, including sports clubs, associations, and
Council staff, to identify:


The current (and likely future) levels of use of Council sports facilities by sports clubs
or groups;



Current and future issues relating to sports facility provision, and the quality of this
infrastructure, identified by sports clubs, associations, and Council staff; and



The current provision of outdoor sports facilities in the Lake Macquarie LGA.

B)

Sports Facility Strategy

Using the information obtained in the recent sports surveys and review of the 2008 Sports
Facility Audit, this strategy provides additional supporting information, including:


A review of relevant Council plans and policies; and
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Review local, state, and national trends that relate to participation in organised sport.

The Sports Facility Strategy identifies key actions and priorities to guide Council and other
stakeholders in the delivery of quality sports facilities and services in Lake Macquarie. This
strategy is one of a number of strategic and corporate planning documents to provide longterm direction on the planning and management of community assets.
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Strategic Action Plan

The research and consultation identified four focus areas, as follows:
1. Facility provision
2. Facility quality and suitability
3. Facility management
4. Sport development and promotion
The Strategic Action Plan incorporates recommended strategies to address each of the four
focus areas, and outlines realistic and achievable actions to achieve each strategy,
responsible parties, and the manner of assessing each action. Each strategy is intended to
be achieved within the period of this Strategy (five years), unless stated otherwise.
The actions are consistent with recommendations of other Council plans and policies, and
will be reviewed on a regular basis to ensure ongoing consistency with these plans and
policies, and be integrated with Council’s Management Plan, and relevant Plans of
Management.
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Strategic Action Plan
Strategy

Means of Achievement

Responsibility
and Partners

Manner of Assessment

Focus Area 1: Facility Provision

1.1

Ensure the provision of sports
facilities aligns with sports
participation and population growth
within Lake Macquarie.

Undertake a regular audit of the users of Council’s sports
facilities, capturing information relating to participation numbers,
facility use, and facility issues, and analyse in conjunction with
broader trends and population projections for Lake Macquarie.

1.2

Use the information obtained through the survey process to
review and update the Sports Facility Strategy every five years.

1.3

1.4
1.5

1.6

1.7

Council,
Clubs and
associations

Develop a summary report
regarding sports trends and
the potential impact on
Council’s sports facilities,
and report to Council in the
year preceding the updating
of the Sports Facility
Strategy.

Council

Sports Facility Strategy
updated every five years.

Incorporate the Sports Facility Strategy in the development and
revision of plans and policies that relate to the provision of sports
facilities.

Council

The Sports Facility Strategy
incorporated into planning
and development
recommendations.

Carry out the works contained within current and new
Development Contributions plans.

Council

Continue planning for the development of new and upgrade of
existing sports facilities (see section 4), and determine potential
users of new sports facilities, and continue to identify alternative
sites, considering factors such as site location, topography,
access, and environmental constraints.

Council

Review the levels of facility provision for non-traditional, emerging
sports, and new clubs, and ensure users participating in these
activities can access existing facilities through various means,
such as appropriate allocation practices.
As the need arises, investigate opportunities to establish facilities
that are currently not provided, or facilities for sports not yet
catered for in Lake Macquarie.

Council,
Clubs and
associations
Council

Facilities developed and
identified that meet the
needs of users, and achieve
targets of existing Council
plans and policies.

Non-traditional and
emerging sports accessing
facilities as required.
Opportunities identified and
investigated accordingly.
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Strategic Action Plan
Strategy
Ensure the provision of sports
facilities is congruent to sports
participation and population growth
within Lake Macquarie.

Means of Achievement

Responsibility
and Partners
Council,

1.8

Liaise with neighbouring local government areas to discuss
facility use and provision issues.

Neighbouring
LGA’s

Manner of Assessment
Communication networks
implemented and regularly
exercised.

Focus Area 2: Facility Quality and Suitability
2.1

Ensure Council’s sports facilities
meet the needs of users in terms of
functionality, safety and
sustainability, both now and into the
future.

2.2

2.3

Implement the Works Schedule within the Sports Facility
Strategy, to guide capital funding for improving sports facilities to
meet relevant standards, such as competition and Australian
Standards requirements (see section 3).
Continue to improve maintenance practices, and implement
appropriate and sustainable service levels at Council’s sports
facilities, in consultation with Council’s Asset Management
department.
Encourage and assist clubs to develop facility site-specific action
plans to address short-term issues and longer term planning
needs, and provide leadership to Community Operating
Committees regarding the collection and expenditure of hire fees
on facility improvements.

Council

Capital works program
developed and implemented
using strategic
recommendations, and
reviewed in line with action
1.1 above.

Council

Improved maintenance
practices and appropriate
service levels set for
Council’s sports facilities.

Council,
Clubs and
associations

Individual action plans
developed for each sports
facility, and hire fees
suitably applied to prioritise
work.

Council,
Ensure sports facilities are relevant
and accessible for all members of
the community.

Advocate the improvement and
protection of Council’s sports
facilities.

2.4

Promote access to Council’s sports facilities for groups who might
not otherwise participate in sport, and encourage sports facilities
to be used for passive recreation by the community when not
being used for sport, where appropriate.

Government
agencies,
Clubs and
associations,
Advocacy
groups
Council,

2.5

Ensure communication regarding Council’s sports facilities and
opportunities is effective for hard to reach groups.

Government
agencies,
Clubs and

Groups using Council’s
sports facilities for both
passive recreation and
sports participation
purposes and facilities used
for passive recreation.
Feedback received from
hard to reach groups that
regarding the
communication they
received from Council.
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Strategic Action Plan
Strategy

Means of Achievement

Responsibility
and Partners
associations,

Manner of Assessment

Advocacy
groups
2.6

Investigate opportunities to improve sports facilities from sources
other than Council by engaging governing bodies in future facility
improvements, with a view to a more collaborative approach, to
obtain contributions from these groups.
2.7 Consider social, environmental and economic issues
when planning new or improving existing sports
facilities (for example strategies to reduce anti-social
behaviour; including the use of CPTED principles,
installation of energy efficient infrastructure, mitigate
the effects of drought and/or climatic changes through
enhanced water management practices and improve
waste management through improved waste separation
infrastructure).

2.8

Continue to work with Community Operating Committees to
encourage community ownership of sports facilities and take a
more proactive role in facility development and maintenance.

Council,
Clubs and
associations

Council

Council,
COC’s

Opportunities to improve
facilities investigated and
identified, and a
collaborations with
governing bodies
implemented.
Social, environmental, and
economic issues considered
in planning decisions, to
contribute to achieving
targets identified in
Council’s Better Building
Strategy (Community
Buildings).
Clubs assisted with project
planning and management,
grant funding applications,
development consents,
minor works, and
maintenance.

Council,
Ensure facilities are used to optimum
levels.

2.9

Investigate the appropriate carrying capacity for each facility and
provide advice to Community Operating Committees regarding
the appropriate level of use for each facility, such as participant
numbers, and hours of use per week.

2.10 Investigate opportunities to achieve improved and optimum use of

Clubs and
associations,

Carrying capacity identified
and recorded for each
sports facility.

COC’s
Council,

Strategies implemented to
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Strategic Action Plan
Strategy

Means of Achievement
facilities (which may include limiting the number of participants in
a single club, relocating user groups to facilities that are more
suitable, or encouraging access by non-sporting groups).
Council’s Allocation of Sporting Fields Policy may assist with this
process.

Responsibility
and Partners
Clubs and
associations,

achieve the optimum use of
Council’s sports facilities.

COC’s

Council,
2.11 Investigate opportunities for the community use of facilities not
owned by Council for sport (such as schools and private
facilities).

Manner of Assessment

Government
agencies,
Private sector

2.12 Establish a process to compare the summary report identified in
action 1.1, with current facility use, and recommend options to
better align participation data with facility use.

Council,

3.1

Council,

Clubs and
associations

Opportunities for the use of
non-Council owned facilities
identified and options
recommended.
Process developed and
options recommended in
conjunction with future
updates of the Sports
Facility Strategy.

Focus Area 3: Facility Management
Ensure the management of Council’s
sports facilities is appropriate.

3.2

Ensure the management of Council’s
sports facilities is appropriate.

Continue to implement the objectives of relevant Plans of
Management for sports grounds, and review as required.

Continue to establish Community Operating Committees to
manage Council’s sports facilities, in accordance with the
Operating Manual for Community & Recreation Facilities, and
provide ongoing support to committees.

3.3

3.4

Investigate enhanced systems and
processes to manage and maintain
Council’s sports facilities and improve
sustainability outcomes.

Develop strategies to promote volunteerism for facility
management and club development purposes.

Dept. of Lands

Council,
COC’s

Objectives of the Plans of
Management for sports
grounds implemented.
Community Operating
Committees established for
each of Council’s sports
facilities, and feedback
acquired regarding
Council’s support to each
committee.

Council

Enhanced management and
maintenance systems and
processes developed and
implemented where
appropriate.

Council,

Strategies to promote
volunteerism developed and
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Strategic Action Plan
Strategy

Means of Achievement

Responsibility
and Partners
COC’s,

Manner of Assessment
implemented.

NSW Sport and
Recreation

3.5

3.6
Actively communicate with groups
using and managing Council’s sports
facilities.

3.7

Conduct biannual information sessions for Community Operating
Committees, providing a forum to discuss facility planning and
management issues.
Distribute information in various forms (such as a newsletter,
email or web update) to facility management and user groups, as
required.

Council,
COC’s

Information sessions held
and attended by
representatives of at least
75% of Community
Operating Committees.

Council

Information distributed to all
appropriate groups.

Council

Ongoing positive feedback
received from facility
management and user
groups regarding the
support they receive from
Council.

Investigate alternative and/or additional means of communication
with facility management and user groups.

Focus Area 4: Sports Development and Promotion
Council,

Identify and respond
appropriately to the opportunities
and constraints affecting the
development of sport within Lake
Macquarie.

4.1

Identify the opportunities and constraints affecting the
development of sport in Lake Macquarie and identify appropriate
strategies to respond to this.

Clubs and
associations,
Advocacy
groups,
NSW Sport and
Recreation

4.2

Capitalise on economic development opportunities at sports
facilities through consultation with governing bodies for individual
sports, corporate sponsors, and other stakeholders.

Council,
Clubs,
associations,

Opportunities and
constraints regarding sports
development identified and
strategies developed and
continually reviewed.

Economic development
opportunities identified and
capitalised upon with
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Strategic Action Plan
Strategy

Means of Achievement

Responsibility
and Partners
and sport
governing
bodies,

Manner of Assessment
positive outcomes and
attitudes.

Corporate
sponsors
Council,
4.3

Continue to participate in relevant
industry forums and maintain
membership in industry associations.
4.4

Actively participate in industry forums and committees (such as
the Lake Macquarie City Sports Council and the Hunter Councils
Sport and Recreation Taskforce), and investigate opportunities to
participate in other forums where appropriate.

Maintain memberships with relevant industry associations (such
as Parks and Leisure Australia), and actively obtain and provide
information regarding sports facility issues.

Lake Macquarie
City Sports
Council,
Hunter Councils
Sport and
Recreation
Taskforce
Parks and
Leisure
Australia,
Government
agencies

Ongoing participation in
industry forums and
committees.

Ongoing membership in
industry associations, and
information received and
provided.
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3

Glossary of Terms

A summary of the terms used in this document is as follows:
Amenities building
o

A building within a sports facility, providing change facilities for users, and
may provide toilets, showers, storage space, canteen, referee room, club and
multi-purpose rooms, or a combination of these components.

Club/Association/Governing Body
o

A group or organisation with common aims or interests to administer the
participation of persons in a selected sport.

Council
o

An independent, statutory corporation responsible for administering the local
government area over which it has jurisdiction, and responsible for activities
such as land use planning, development and compliance, and facility
construction and maintenance. For the purposes of this document, ‘Council’
refers to Lake Macquarie City Council.

Grass Roots Sport
o

The level of sports participation that is available to all members of the
community to participate on an amateur basis, and is usually administered by
not-for-profit clubs and/or associations.

Hard to Reach People
o

For the purposes of this report, hard to reach people are defined as culturally
and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities, indigenous, young, elderly,
people with a disability, and homeless people.

Local, district, and regional sports facilities
o

A local sports facility is generally located within one kilometre of users,
consisting of up to two playing fields, or up to four courts, and provides for
limited training and/or junior or amateur senior competition (e.g. Hillsborough
Oval).

o

A district sports facility is generally located within five kilometres of users,
consisting of two or more playing fields, or up to eight courts, and provides for
training and competition for all levels on a year round basis (e.g. Jack Stewart
Netball Courts).

o

A regional sports facility serves the entire region (i.e. the Lake Macquarie
LGA), and consists of facilities that cater for a range of users (i.e. grass roots
to elite level sport) up to two playing fields, or up to four courts, and provides
for limited training and/or junior or amateur senior competition (e.g. Hunter
Sports Centre).

Local Government
o

Local government is an elected system of government directly accountable to
the local community, and for the purposes of this document, has the same
meaning as ‘Council’.
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Local Government Area (LGA)
o

The geographical area controlled by an individual Local Government (i.e. Lake
Macquarie City Council).

Non-traditional and Emerging Sports

o

Sports that have not been traditionally catered for (to any major extent) within
the Lake Macquarie Local Government Area, such as (but not limited to)
ultimate frisbee, disc golf, touch football, and croquet.

Playing field
o

A field used for the playing of active sport, usually referring to football, rugby
or Australian rules football, but may include the outfield of a cricket pitch.

Playing surface
o

The surface of the defined area marked for sports activity, as well as the
surrounding safety zones. The surface may comprise of turf, asphalt or some
other material.

Recreation
o

Activities that undertaken for enjoyment in one’s own free time, without the
structure of competition of sets of rules.

Sport
o

Activities that are undertaken for enjoyment in one’s own free time, but are
based on formal competition and/or organised administration, and have formal
sets of rules.

Soccer
o

For the purposes of this report, soccer has the same meaning as football.

Sports facility
o

A site where the playing of sport or participating in active recreation is the
primary activity, and comprises of a playing field, court, track, piste, lawn, or
diamond, and may also include an amenities building, car park, and other
ancillary features.
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Part 2 Projects Schedule and Provision of Future
Sports Facilities
The schedule has been developed using criteria to assess priorities based on the
findings of the recent sports surveys and the Sports Facility Audit 2008, other plans
and policies, previous correspondence, legislative requirements, and the knowledge
and expertise of Council staff and other stakeholders.
To meet the needs of an increasing population, Council must continue to embellish
existing, and provide additional sports facilities, and will continue to identify,
investigate, and develop appropriate sites for this purpose (Key Focus Area 4.3 of the
City of Lake Macquarie Community Strategic Plan 2013 – 2023.
The table below includes a number of possible sites that Council is aware of, where
development of sports facilities may be possible. These sites are identified in various
strategic planning documents, including (but not limited to) Section 94 Contributions
Plans and Voluntary Planning Agreements. There are likely to be other sites (not
listed) that become available, and will be investigated as required.
The timeline for design and construction is indicative only, and will be dependent on a
number of issues, such as population change, rate of development, Council priorities,
and the ability to fund development. At this stage, there are no sites that are fully
funded.
The majority of projects listed in this schedule are subject to annual budget approval by
Council, and may be reviewed and altered in the future as circumstances change.

Year 1 - 2015/16
Facility

Project

Funding Source

Cameron Park - Sport facility
& major park

Construct - Bulk earthworks

Section 94 Contributions

Cameron Park – Sport
Facility & major park

Design - Amenities, fields,
floodlighting, Netball Courts,
car parking, access road

Section 94 Contributions

Cardiff - Cardiff No. 1

Construct - Floodlighting

Capital Works Program

Morisset - Auston Oval

Construct - Amenities, car
park, floodlighting

Section 94 Contributions

Morisset - Gibson Field
Netball

Design - New netball courts

Section 94 Contributions

Speers Point - New
Tredinnick Fields

Construct - Playing field &
irrigation

Capital Works Program

Swansea - Parbury Park

Design - Amenities and car
park

Capital Works Program

Warners Bay - John Street
Fields

Construct - Amenities and
car parking

Capital Works Program

Year 2 - 2016/17
Facility
Belmont – Belmont Ovals

Project
Design & Construct -

Funding Source
Capital Works Program
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Floodlights - 2 fields
Cameron Park – Sport
Facility & major park

Construct - Amenities,
fields, floodlighting, car
parking, access road

Section 94 Contributions

Charlestown - Jack Stewart
Netball

Design - Two new courts,
upgrade car parking

Section 94 Contributions

Croudace Bay – Sports
Complex

Master Plan Sports Complex
and Design Netball Courts

Section 94 Contributions

Gateshead - Allen Davis
Field

Construct - New Sports
Field and Car Park

Section 94 Contributions

Swansea - Parbury Park

Construct - Amenities and
car park

Capital Works Program

Warners Bay - Feighan Oval

Design - Amenities and car
park

Capital Works Program

Wangi - Wangi Netball

Design & Construct Floodlighting

Capital Works Program

Year 3 - 2017/18
Facility

Project

Funding Source

Cardiff South - Ulinga Oval

Design - Upgrade playing
surface, drainage, irrigation

Capital Works Program

Charlestown - Jack Stewart
Netball

Construct - Two new courts,
upgrade car park

Section 94 Contributions

Cooranbong Town
Common - New Sports
Fields

Design - Sports field,
amenities, floodlights, access
road, car park

Voluntary Planning
Agreement

Croudace Bay – Netball
Courts

Construct - Netball Courts

Section 94 Contributions

Croudace Bay – Rugby
League Fields

Construct - Floodlighting

Capital Works Program

Edgeworth - Edgeworth No.
2 Field

Design - Irrigation, drainage,
floodlighting

Section 94 Contributions

Edgeworth - Jack
McLaughlin

Design - Amenities

Asset Replacement

Warners Bay - Feighan Oval

Construct - Amenities and
car park

Capital Works Program

Year 4 - 2018/2019
Facility

Project

Funding Source

Cardiff - Cardiff Ovals

Design & Construct Floodlighting and cricket
wickets

Section 94 Contributions

Cardiff South - Ulinga Oval

Construct - Upgrade playing
surface, drainage, irrigation

Section 94 Contributions

Cameron Park – Netball
Courts

Construct – Netball Courts

Section 94 Contributions
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Cooranbong - Town
Common - New Sports Fields

Construct - Sports fields,
amenities, floodlights, access
road, car park

Voluntary Planning
Agreement

Edgeworth - Edgeworth No.
2 Field

Construct - Irrigation,
drainage, floodlighting

Section 94 Contributions

Edgeworth - Jack
McLaughlin

Construct - Amenities

Asset Replacement

Garden Suburb - Lance
Yorke Fields

Design - Irrigation

Capital Works Program

Gateshead - Harold
Knight/Mick Middleton

Master plan and Design Field, amenities, car park

Section 94 Contributions

Glendale - Bill Bower Fields

Design & construct Floodlighting

Section 94 Contributions
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Year 5 - 2019/2020
Facility

Project

Funding Source

Belmont - Belmont Ovals

Design - Amenities, car
parking, access road,
lighting, field upgrade

Section 94 Contributions

Belmont - Molly Smith
Netball

Design - Car parking

Section 94 Contributions

Garden Suburb - Lance
Yorke Fields

Construct - Irrigation

Capital Works Program

Gateshead - Harold
Knight/Mick Middleton

Construct - Field, amenities,
car park

Section 94 Contributions

As Development Contribution Catchment Plans in the catchments of Toronto and
Belmont are adopted by Council, corresponding works in the tables below may be
delivered in earlier years.

Years 6 - 10 - up to 2025
Facility

Project

Belmont - Belmont Ovals

Amenities, car parking, access road, lighting,
field upgrade

Belmont North - Lenaghan Oval

Floodlighting

Belmont - Molly Smith Netball

Car parking

Blackalls Park - Finnan Oval

Playing surface reconstruction

Cardiff South - Ulinga Ovals

Playing surface, amenities building,
supporting infrastructure - car park, fencing

Catherine Hill Bay – CHB Oval Upgrade

New fields and combined amenities

Charlestown - Andy Bird Field

Floodlighting

Charlestown - Kahibah Oval

Car park upgrade

Croudace Bay – Sports Complex

Sports Complex Reconfiguration

Dora Creek – Douglass Street Oval

Upgrade existing sportsground and amenities

Dudley - Balcomb Field

New sports field

Dudley - Lydon Field

Amenities

Edgeworth – Off Turnbull Street

New sports fields and associated facilities

Glendale – McDonalds Quarry

BMX Facility

Hillsborough - Hillsborough Oval

Amenities building, supporting infrastructure car park, fencing

Marks Point - Baxter Field

Floodlighting

Mirrabooka - Quarry

Amenities, fields, floodlighting, access road,
car park

Morisset - Bernie Goodwin Oval

Irrigation & drainage

Morisset - Gibson Field

Upgrade field & new netball courts

Mount Hutton - Holford Oval

Amenities building, supporting infrastructure 19

car park, fencing
North Cooranbong

Sports fields

Pelican - Aitcheson Reserve

Floodlighting

Rathmines - Fishburn Fields

Playing surface

Speers Point – Macquarie Field

Amenities and Grandstand

Swansea - Parbury Park

Floodlighting

Toronto - Keith Barry Fields

Reconfiguration of fields, upgrade supporting
infrastructure

Wangi - Wangi Netball

Two new netball courts

Wangi - Wangi Oval

Floodlighting

Whitebridge - Lisle Carr Oval

Amenities building, supporting infrastructure car park, fencing

Years 10 - 15 - up to 2030
Facility

Project

Belmont - Miller Field

Amenities building, supporting infrastructure,
car park, fencing

Belmont North - Lenaghan Oval

Amenities building, supporting infrastructure,
car park, fencing

Blackalls Park - Waterboard Oval

Amenities building

Caves Beach - Caves Beach Netball Courts

Amenities building, supporting infrastructure

Eleebana – Eleebana Oval

Floodlighting

Floraville - Marks Oval

New field & floodlighting

Garden Suburb - Lance Yorke Oval

Floodlighting

Morisset - Auston Oval

Playing surface

Nords Wharf - Nords Wharf Oval

Upgrade field, amenities and car park

Redhead - Liles Oval

Two new netball courts

Speers Point - Walters Park

Playing surface, amenities building,
supporting infrastructure, car park, fencing

Toronto - Toronto Ovals

Upgrade fields and supporting infrastructure

Warners Bay – Feighan Oval

Floodlighting

West Wallsend - Gregory Park

Playing surface

West Wallsend - Johnson Park

Floodlighting

Wyee West - New Sports Fields

Playing fields and netball courts

Additional Sites (with no funding source)
The following sites have been identified as having potential for the purposes of
providing sports facilities. These sites are not currently linked to any funding source
and require further investigation into their suitability for use as this purpose.
Site

Details


Potential for 1 playing field, 1 rooball field, and 1
cricket pitch

Former Koompahtoo Aboriginal
Land (Morisset)



Community facilities (which may include sport)
required as part of potential development

Redhead Tip



Future use remains under investigation

Amy Court, Whitebridge
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Part 3 - Appendices
Appendix 1 – Summary of Relevant Literature
It is important that the Sports Facility Strategy be applied in a context, which is consistent with other planning documents supported by Council. The
table below lists the relevant reports, and provides an outline of the key issues that relate to this strategy.

Report

Key Findings
 Utilised to prepare the previous Sports Facility Strategy 2009 – 2014

Sports Facility Audit 2008

 Base data remains relevant in the continued delivery of prioritised
sports facility projects.

 Relies on a significant amount of community consultation to guide
Council’s operations in the short, medium, and long term
City of Lake Macquarie
Community Strategic Plan
2013– 2023

Lifestyle 2030 Strategic
Plan

 Guides priorities within Council’s 4-year delivery program, including
the annual operational plan and budget
 Maintain ovals and sporting facilities as being of high importance
and high satisfaction with the current standard of provision.

Implications for the Sports Facility
Strategy
 The Sports Facility Strategy considers
participation trends when
recommending strategies and project
priorities.
 The Sports Facility Strategy guides the
embellishment of existing facilities and
development of new facilities to meet
Key Focus area 4.3 Sport Recreation
and Culture of the City of Lake
Macquarie Community Strategic Plan
2013 – 2023.

 A key performance indicator is that Council’s sports facilities are well
used by the community

 The Sports Facility Strategy considers
Council’s role in facility provision, from
grass roots to elite level sport.

• Aims to provide the community with a realistic expectation about the
future development patterns of the LGA.

 The Sports Facility Strategy will
ensure Council’s sports facilities are
functional and meet current and future
demands.

 Sets the strategic direction for development of the City
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Report

Key Findings

Implications for the Sports Facility
Strategy

 Strategic directions focus on a well-designed and liveable City, with
regard to facility functionality, accessibility, and meeting current and
future demands
 Identifies the importance to allow opportunities to participate in sport.

Indoor Sports and
Recreation Facilities
Strategy (adopted 2004)

 Identifies a need for better indoor sport and recreation facilities
within Lake Macquarie, and recommends options for the Northlakes,
Eastlakes, and Westlakes planning sectors
 Highlights demand for such facilities across all ages
 Highlights the importance of the Hunter Sports Centre as an
international venue for sport, and ensuring it continues to meet
demand
 Council’s sports facilities are managed by delegated authorities,
called Community Operating Committees (COC), and may be
represented by a single club, or a range of clubs

Lake Mac Facility Manager
Operating Manual

 Sports Facility Strategy findings
compared with indoor sports
participation levels.

 Review the consultation outcomes and
consider if the existing arrangements
are achieving desired outcomes

 The Lake Mac Facility Manager Operating Manual (website) outlines
the obligations and guidelines for COC, including:
o Fees – fees for use, linked to the standard of the facility
o Maintenance and improvement requirements – Council provides a
basic level of service, and committees also contribute, using the
fees collected

Ageing Population Plan
2008-2017

 Identifies physical activity improves independence in older people,
and popular activities for this population include walking, swimming,
tennis and fishing

 Consultation with target group
(identified in the Social Plan) relating
to the planning of sports facilities is
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Report

Key Findings
 New activities such as petanque are gaining popularity with older
people
 Lack of variety, issues with accessibility, lack of information, security
 Approximately 41,877 young people in Lake Macquarie (22% of total
population).

Youth Community Strategy
2014-2019

 Ensure that the ‘youth friendliness’ of both active and passive
recreational spaces and places
 Remains a priority for Council to encourage the provision of low cost
or free youth friendly recreational options for young people.

Implications for the Sports Facility
Strategy
essential
 Consider the requirement for
increased options for older people at
Council’s sports facilities
 Consider the inclusion of youth into
the development of plans for sporting
areas and facilities.


City of Lake Macquarie
Environmental
Sustainability Action Plan
(ESAP) 2014 – 2023
Environmental
Management Plan for
Contaminated Land in
Council’s Care and Control

 The ESAP identifies the vision and strategic direction for the City in
relation to the priority areas of energy, waste, water, transport,
resource consumption, natural environment, climate change
adaptation, natural hazards and environmental health.

 Ensure Councils environmental targets
are considered when constructing or
upgrading Councils sports facilities.

 Provides guidance on reporting, and managing, contamination on
land in Council’s care and control

 All works must be consistent with the
guidance provided in the
Environmental Management Plan for
Contaminated Land in Council’s Care
and Control.”

In development of this Strategy, other reports were also reviewed, including:
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LMCC Plan of Management for Community Land 2011



LMCC Section 94 Contributions Plan Nos 1 (Citywide, 2004)



LMCC Development Contributions Plan No. 2 – Northlakes Urban Release Area (May 2013)



LMCC Development Contributions Plan 5 – North Wallarah



LMCC Development Contributions Plan 2012 – Morisset Contributions Catchment (December 2012)



Morisset Contributions Catchment – Recreation, Open Space and Community Facilities and Services Study (May 2011)



Draft LMCC Development Contributions Plan 2012 – Charlestown Contributions Catchment



Draft Charlestown Recreation and Land Plan



LMCC Local Environmental Plan 2014



LMCC Disability Action Plan 2013-2017
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Appendix 2 - Lake Macquarie Demographic Characteristics and Implications
A review of demographic information for the Lake Macquarie LGA has been undertaken, using information obtained through the Australian Bureau of
Statistics, and the NSW Department of Planning. The table below outlines the key demographic characteristics, and possible implications that relate
to this strategy.
Issue/Characteristic

Sports Facility Strategy Implications

Overall Population:
 Estimated population of the Lake Macquarie LGA is 202676 in 2011,
making it the fourth largest local government population in New
South Wales.
 Anticipated population in 2031 is 219600, an increase of 30594
people (16%).

 Continued growth will drive demand for additional sports facilities,
particularly in the growth centres and new release areas
(Charlestown, Morisset, North Cooranbong, North Wallarah, and
Cameron Park).

 Average growth rate for Lake Macquarie is forecasted at 0.6% to
2031, which is half the NSW average (1.2%).
Gender:


Of the total population, 48.8% are male, and 51.2% are female. This
is similar to figures for the Newcastle LGA and Australia.

 Ensure Council’s sport and recreation facilities are accessible by
both males and females.


Council’s sports and recreation facilities must equitably cater for
female participation in sports, not traditionally considered female
sports.

Age:
 The median of the total population, 48.8% are male, and 51.2% are
female. This is similar to figures for the Newcastle LGA and
Australia. age of residents in Lake Macquarie is 41 years, compared
to 37 years for both Newcastle LGA and Australia.
 18.6% of the population are aged between 0-17 years, and 18.4%
are aged over 65 years, compared with 17% and 15.4.% respectively

 The majority of the population are in their most active years, which
translates to ongoing increases in the use of Council’s sport and
recreation infrastructure.
 In coming years, Council’s sport and recreation infrastructure must
respond to the needs of persons aged over 65 years.
 The lifestyle that Lake Macquarie offers will continue to attract older
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Issue/Characteristic
for the Newcastle.
 Population projections from 2011-2031 indicate that 57.1% of
population growth will be in persons aged 65 years and above.

Sports Facility Strategy Implications
people to retire in the area, and increase the population growth
however, other age group will continue to grow and not decline.

Cultural and Linguistically Diverse Communities:
 13.8% of the total population were born overseas, compared to
17.7% for the Newcastle LGA and 30.2% for Australia. England and
New Zealand were the most common countries of origin. .

 Ensure that sports facilities and information relating to services are
accessible and culturally sensitive.
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Appendix 3 - Sports Participation in Lake Macquarie (Summary of Sports Survey
Findings)
Sports Participation in Lake Macquarie – Overall Participation
The table below outlines the total participation rates for outdoor sports within the Lake
Macquarie LGA over the last five years, and the level change over this time, shown as
a percentage figure.
This information was obtained from data provided by Sports Associations which
captured participation numbers from 2009 to 2013. This data is the most accurate
information available to Council at the time of review of Sports Facility Strategy..
Change
(2009 – 2013)

Sport

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

Australian rules
football

530

532

541

528

607

14% increase

Archery

117

132

151

144

156

33% increase

Athletics

-

1556

1494

1752

1333

16% decrease

Baseball

397

414

416

398

431

8% increase

BMX

123

208

254

319

422

340% increase

Cricket

2259

2099

2151

1953

1977

14% decrease

Croquet

-

-

65

63

71

9% increase

Equestrian

-

-

212

238

269

27% increase

Football

-

-

6061

7603

7617

26% increase

Netball

3134

3034

3158

3313

3130

Stable

29

28

28

16

10

1718

2625

2663

2604

2611

52% increase

-

-

542

555

645

19% increase

Petanque
Rugby League
Rugby Union

290%
decrease

Softball was included in the previous Strategy 2009 – 2014, but has been removed
from this Strategy as there are no competition fixtures played within the LGA.
Touch Football was included in the previous Strategy 2009 – 2014, but has been
removed from this Strategy due to the lack of an organised association and the lack of
reliable data concerning participant numbers.
1.1

Participation Rates in Sport in Lake Macquarie

The table below outlines participation rates and subsequent rankings for the identified
organised sports in Lake Macquarie.
In this instance, participation is defined as ‘organised’ if the survey respondent reported
that his or her participation was ‘organised in full or in part by a club, association, or
other type of organisation’.
Sport

Lake Mac.

LM Rank

Australian rules football

3%

7

Archery

1%

11

Athletics

7%

5

Baseball

2%

8

BMX

2%

9

Cricket

10%

4
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Sport

Lake Mac.

LM Rank

Croquet

0%*

12

Equestrian

1%

11

Football

40%

1

Netball

16%

2

Petanque

0%*

13

Rugby League

14%

3

Rugby Union

3%

6

*Percentage figure is too low for use

Participation rate is the percentage of total sports participants in Lake Macquarie
playing a particular sport. These percentages are then used to rank highest
participated in sport with the LGA.
Lake Macquarie City Council through Lake Macquarie’s collaboration with adjoining
local government organisations consider development of strategic plans for sports
facilities by comparison of local data and understanding local trends in sports and
organisation of local sporting competitions.
1.3

Sports Participation in Lake Macquarie - by Age

The figures below show participation numbers for each sport by age distribution. Key
findings from this data include:


Participation in BMX, netball, and football is generally split 2/3 juniors and 1/3
seniors.



Participation in petanque and croquet is predominately by senior players (over
18 years of age)



Cricket and Football are the sports that have high levels of junior and senior
participation.
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1.4

Sports Participation in Lake Macquarie - by Gender

The figures below show participation numbers for each sport by age distribution. Key
findings from this data include:


There are increasing trend for more female participation in Australian Rules
Football, Football and BMX.



Netball is a predominately-female sport while Rugby League and Union are
predominately male.



With more Female specific competition held in Australia Rules Football, Football
and Rugby Union participation is expected to continue to increase.
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1.5

Summary of Sports Participation Trends

A summary of key trends and information from the data include:

1.6



An estimated 19,279 people from 130+ clubs participated in organised sport in
Lake Macquarie in 2013



The overall increase in organised sports participation from 2007 to 2013 was
779 people (or 4%)



Juniors (u/18 years) made up approximately 63% of total club membership in
2013.



Most clubs and associations surveyed through the recent sports survey
forecasted club growth to remain stable or increase.



Overall participation numbers have increased from 2009 – 2013.

Sports Facility Provision and Population Change in Lake Macquarie

Council is proceeding with the production of Development Contribution Catchment
Plans for the five (5) contribution catchments of Morisset, Charlestown, Glendale,
Toronto and Belmont.
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The ‘Development Contributions Plan 2012 - Morisset Contributions Catchment’ was
adopted by Council in December 2012, and in part informs the direction of developer
contributions to a variety of sports areas and facilities in the Morisset catchment.
Similarly, work is progressing on development of Contribution Catchment plans
covering the Charlestown, Glendale, Toronto and Belmont catchments.
Contained within each contribution catchment plan is a Recreation and Land Plan,
which informs the contributions catchment plan in the approach to the provision and
outcomes relating to upgraded and new sports areas and facilities. Within each plan,
there is an indicated standard of provision of sports facilities per head of population.
Whilst the inherent uncertainties in the population forecasts is acknowledged, it allows
reasonable conclusions to be made about enhancement of existing sports facilities and
the provision of new areas and facilities to cater for increases in population in
development areas throughout the City.
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-*Appendix 4 - Consultation
Consultation – Clubs and Associations
The table below provides a summary of key findings from the consultation undertaken through the Sports Facility Audit, relating to user perceptions of
Council’s sports facilities. This has been the primary source of information to develop the priorities for resource allocation.
Sport

Australian Rules
football

Archery

Athletics

Key Facility Issues


The increasing demand for new and improved facilities.



Provision of suitable grounds for all local AFL Club needs to be explored in consultation with the three local clubs and
AFL NSW/ACT.



Consider creating grounds that are able to be shared with multiple users, especially cricket. Maximising use will justify
better facilities being provided.



Current users outgrowing current site and additional sites need to be identified.



Access and parking remains an issue at Fassifern Oval ..



Limited space inhibits growth of the club, potential to host events and use by other activities.



The Hunter Sports Centre is a major regional facility catering for athletics and other sports, providing a venue for
international standard competition, and is home to a large athletics club. As patronage is the main income stream, the
use of this facility is expected to grow and adapt to current trends.



Local athletics facilities throughout Lake Macquarie share similar issues, such as poor athletics surface and amenities
buildings that require differing levels of improvement.



Recent closure of athletics clubs at Charlestown and Windale, due to no participants.



All new sporting developments should consider the potential for athletics when designing new sports facilities (i.e. 400-
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Sport

Key Facility Issues
metre athletics track surrounding a playing field).


The majority of baseball facilities throughout Lake Macquarie are at a suitable standard to meet user needs.



Belmont and Toronto Club are requesting improvement of facilities as there club grow and there is greater demand for
facilities conforming to higher-level baseball requirements.



Users identified a need for improved amenities buildings, playing surfaces, lighting, car parking, and storage.



The Lake Macquarie BMX Club facility is a national standard facility, attracting national level events.



Provision of Amenities and lighting within the BMX complex is requested.



Space available for car parking is limited, and insufficient or major events



The club have identified this facility may not be adequate for their needs within 5 years. Investigation and relocation to a
more suitable location needs to occur.



Users identified a need for improved amenities buildings, playing surfaces, lighting, car parking, and storage.



Council have installed cricket pitches at most winter sports fields where appropriate (i.e. one cricket pitch between two
football fields). Investigation of additional cricket pitches needs to continue.



Improvement of district facilities is constantly requested of Council.



The existing provision and shared use is with Cricket becoming problematic and identification of a site for exclusive
croquet use is sort.



Use of the Toronto croquet facility is expected to increase if access to courts is enabled in summer on weekends and
evenings.

Baseball

BMX

Cricket

Croquet
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Sport

Equestrian

Netball

Petanque

Football
(soccer)

Key Facility Issues


Imminent closure of private croquet facility at Pelican.



There is an adequate number and distribution of equestrian facilities in Lake Macquarie, and these facilities are in a
suitable condition overall.



Request for further provision in South west of LGA, needs to be weighed against even distribution of facilities throughout
city.



There is a good of netball courts, attributed to three district complexes with 12 or more courts, and many smaller
facilities. Some training facilities now reaching capacity and require upgrade/refurbishment or additional courts.



Users identified a need for improved playing surfaces as the major issue.



There is a need for additional netball courts for the Westlakes Association , which will require further investigation
regarding the level of provision, and a suitable location.



Need to consider larger netball development in either adding courts to existing centre are create a regional centre to
cater for large netball events.



The ageing population and trend towards unstructured recreation will sustain the growth in this sport, and use of this
facility.



There is potential, upon further investigation, for expansion of this facility to enable the hosting of events.



Football is the highest participated sport in Lake Macquarie, particularly at the junior level. Additionally, there are clubs
with very high membership, alerting Council to the capacity of the facilities they use, and might use in the future.



Industry benchmarks suggest there is adequate supply of facilities; however, there is strong evidence that additional
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Sport

Key Facility Issues
facilities will be required due to the forecasted sustained growth of this sport, particularly in the Westlakes region.


Playing surface quality is a key issue for users. Solutions such as drainage, irrigation, soil type, grass variety, and
provision of additional training areas needs further provision and investigation.



The increasing participation of females in football is raising demand for amenities buildings with appropriate change
facilities.



Council officers must use strategies to achieve optimal use of new or upgraded facilities.



Having a strong tradition of the region, rugby league is one of the highest participated sports in Lake Macquarie.



There are a number of clubs with high membership, using only one or two fields. Small club allocated the same number
of fields.



Users identified a need for improved amenities buildings, playing surfaces, lighting, car parking, and storage.



Council must continue to monitor the fluctuating membership within clubs to enable the suitable provision of resources.



Council recognised the increase in junior and female participants in rugby union.



The provision of rugby union facilities is adequate for the number of players. Lake Macquarie Club is requesting
improved facilities consistent will competition standards.

Rugby League

Rugby Union
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Consultation - Clubs
Below is a summary table of the comments provided by sports clubs on key issues at Council sporting
facilities. These were responses from the recent survey, if a Club did not respond, prior Sports Facility Audit
2008 comments were retained in the table.
Club

Facility

Key Facility Issues

Australian Rules Football


Poor drainage and hard surface when dry



Facility is suitable only for juniors within the club



Need for new facility to accommodate junior and senior
clubs.



Fencing of ground is not suitable,



Seating and shade, and space for club activities is required



Field No. 1 playing surface, amenities building, are not
suitable



Public toilets are not suitable.



Limited space to enable club growth



Facilities limiting club growth. Physical size of the ground the
limiting factor.



Facility not included in this audit



Amenities building, seating, shade, car parking and lighting
are not suitable



Facility not included in this audit



Amenities, particularly canteen area and floodlighting
facilities are not suitable



Shared car park with netball facility is not adequate for all
users

Bahloo Reserve



Seating, shade and storage are not suitable

Charlestown Phoenix Baseball
Club

Windsor Oval (Carbeen
Street), Gateshead



Playing surfaces can be improved

Belmont Baseball Club

Miller Field, Lumsdon Field,
and Cahill Oval, Belmont



Amenities and canteen are not suitable

Lakers Baseball Club

Pendlebury Oval, Bolton
Point



Car parking is not suitable


Toronto Junior and Senior
Baseball Club

Waterboard Oval, Blackalls
Park

Playing surface, amenities building, storage, and
floodlighting are not suitable



Car parking , floodlighting and fencing are not suitable



Request for better amenities and concerns over sharing

Cardiff AFL

Lake Macquarie AFL

Warners Bay AFL

Hillsborough Oval

Tulkaba Park

Feighan Oval

Archery
Westlakes Archers
Boolaroo Bowmen

Fassifern Oval
Fassifern Oval

Athletics
Southlakes Little Athletics Club

Dora Creek Workers Club
Athletics Track

Eastlakes Athletics

Baxter Oval

Macquarie Shores Athletics

Hunter Sports Centre

Westlakes Athletics

Windale & District Little Athletics

Wangi Oval

Baseball

BMX
Lake Macquarie BMX

Lake Macquarie BMX Facility,
Argenton
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Club

Facility

Key Facility Issues
facilities with football.

Cricket

Belmont Cricket Club

Cahill Oval, Miller Field,
Barton Oval, Lumsdon Field
(Belmont)



Cahill Oval and Miller Field are suitable; Barton and
Lumsdon Ovals require attention



Seating, shade, access, car parking, and storage are not
suitable

Cardiff-Boolaroo District Cricket
Club

Cardiff Ovals Nos. 1 and 2,
and Walters Parks (Boolaroo)



Car parking, access, storage, and fencing are not suitable

Charlestown Junior Cricket Club

Club uses multiple Council
facilities out of LGA facilities.



Club requires more access to grounds and new training
facilities built.



Facility access, such as walking paths, is not suitable

Dora Creek Workers Cricket Club

Douglass Street Oval (Dora
Creek), Martinsville Oval, and
Bernie Goodwin Field
(Morisset)

Kotara South Junior Cricket Club

Pickering Oval, Adamstown



Seating, shade, storage, access, and car parking are not
suitable

Liles Oval (Redhead), Barton
Oval (Belmont), and Mick
Middleton Field (Gateshead)



Redhead Cricket Club

Playing surface (due to pests), seating, shade, storage and
floodlighting are not suitable

Toronto Workers Junior Cricket
Club

Rathmines Oval No. 2,
Toronto



Playing surface, amenities building, seating, and shade are
not suitable

Toronto Workers District Cricket
Club

Ron Hill Oval, Toronto



Drainage away from the pitch is the main concern

Swansea Junior Cricket Club

Parbury Park and Quinn
Park, Swansea



Playing surface, amenities building, seating, and shade are
not suitable

Ulinga Junior Cricket Club (Cardiff
South)

Ulinga Fields Nos. 1 and 2,
Cardiff South, and
Hillsborough Oval



Playing surface, access, and storage are not suitable

Valentine Eleebana Junior Cricket
Club

Croudace Bay Rugby League
and Football Fields



Amenities building and storage are not suitable



Club has plans for extension to amenities building



Amenities building, seating, shade, storage, car parking, and
floodlighting are not suitable

Warners Bay Senior Cricket Club

Feighan Oval and John Street
Oval (Warners Bay), Tulkaba
Park (Teralba), and Walters
Park (Boolaroo)

Croquet
Toronto Croquet Club



Ron Hill Oval, Toronto

Request own facility dedicated to Croquet.

Equestrian
Toronto Pony Club

Swansea Horse and Riders Club
Cooranbong Recreation and
Equestrian Reserve

Awaba Equestrian Facility

Caves Beach Equestrian
Facility
Cooranbong Recreation and
Equestrian Reserve



Playing surface and storage are not suitable



Disability access and accessible toilets required.



Riding surface in constant need of repair.



Shade and seating reuired.



Playing surface, fencing and amenities building are not
suitable
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Club

Facility

Key Facility Issues

Football


Playing surface, seating, shade, access, and car parking are
not suitable

Taylor Park, Barnsley



Canteen Facilities not suitable

Belmont Soccer Club

Marks Oval and Cahill Oval,
Belmont



Playing surface at Marks Oval, seating, shade, access, car
parking (at both facilities), and floodlighting are not suitable

Bel-Swans Junior Soccer Club

Aitchison Reserve, Pelican



Storage, and floodlighting and disability access are not
suitable

Belmont Swansea United Senior
Soccer Club

Blacksmiths Oval



Amenities building, seating, shade, storage, and fencing are
not suitable

Cardiff City Football Club

Cardiff Oval No. 2



Playing surface, canteen, storage, and floodlighting are not
suitable

Cardiff Junior Soccer Club

Evans Park, Cardiff



Amenities building, seating, shade, access, and car parking
are not suitable

Charlestown City Blues Senior
Soccer Club

Lisle Carr Oval



New facility to be constructed in 2009

Dudley Redhead United Junior
Soccer Club

Liles Oval (Redhead) and
Lydon Field (Dudley)



Liles Oval – Playing surface (field No. 3), seating, shade,
access, car parking, and fencing are not suitable.
Floodlighting is a main issue.



Playing surface, seating, shade, public toilets, access, car
parking, and fencing are not suitable



Ground is used above capacity due to junior club sharing for
training

Barnsley United Junior Soccer
Club

Taylor Park, Barnsley

Barnsley Senior Soccer Club

Dudley Redhead United Senior
Soccer Club

Lydon Field, Dudley

Edgeworth Junior Soccer Club

Edgeworth Ovals (Nos. 2, 3,
and 4)



Amenities, public toilets and car parking are not suitable

Jack McLaughlan Field and
Edgeworth Ovals (Nos. 2, 3,
and 4)



Amenities needs renovation

Edgeworth Senior Soccer Club



Public toilets and canteen location are of concern

Garden Suburb Junior Soccer
Club

Lance York Fields (3 fields),
Garden Suburb



Playing surface, seating, shade, storage, floodlighting, and
fencing are not suitable



Playing surface, amenities building, seating, shade, car
parking, and fencing are not suitable

Kahibah Junior Soccer Club

Kahibah Oval and Andy Bird
Field (Charlestown), Fred
Wright and Mick Middleton
Ovals (Gateshead)



There is a need to extend the playing area to minimise the
impact of the turf cricket pitches on the football fields



Amenities and playing surface not suitable



Capital investment needed to return field to “flagship” status
of sporting fields within LGA.



Fencing and , car parking, storage, are not suitable



Similar issues at both facilities, including car parking,
amenities building (female change rooms), seating, shade,
floodlighting (particularly for Auston Oval), and fencing



Playing surface (fields 3 and 4), seating, shade, public
toilets, access (to lower fields), car parking, storage, and
fencing are not suitable

Lake Macquarie City Football Club

Macquarie Field, Speers
Point

Lake Macquarie Junior Soccer
Club

New Tredinnick Oval,
Boolaroo

Morisset United Soccer Club

Auston Oval and Bernie
Goodwin Oval, Morisset

South Cardiff Soccer Club

Jack Neave Ovals (Ulinga
Complex), Cardiff South
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Club

Facility

South Lakes United Football Club

Douglass Street Oval

Swansea Soccer Club

Chapman Oval, Swansea

Toronto Awaba Junior Football
Club

Finnan Oval, Blackalls Park

Toronto Awaba Senior Football
Club

Lyall Peacock Field (No.1),
Toronto, and Toronto Ovals
Nos. 1 and 2

Valentine Eleebana Soccer Club
(Junior and Senior)

Croudace Bay Soccer Fields,
Eleebana Oval, and Baxter
Field (Marks Point)

Warners Bay Soccer Club
Westlakes Junior Soccer Club

Westlakes Wildcats Football Club

West Wallsend Junior Football
Club

West Wallsend Senior Soccer
Club

John Street Oval (Warners
Bay) and Lakelands Oval
Rathmines Oval

Key Facility Issues


Facilities not suitable



Sharing with other codes problematic, due to limited
illuminated training area.



Playing surface, amenities building, seating, shade, access,
car parking, and floodlighting are not suitable



Playing surface, amenities building, and floodlighting are not
suitable



Playing surface (sharing with Rugby League presents
issues)



There is a need for change and toilet facilities at Eleebana
Oval



Floodlighting is not suitable at all facilities used by the club



Amenities building seating,and shade, are not suitable



Floodlighting is required at Lakelands Oval



Seating and shade are not suitable



Amenities building has inadequate provision of space and
public toilets are not suitable



Car Park is not suitable.



Overall facility is suitable in general terms. The amenities
building and car parking configuration is the main concern.



Seating and shade are also not suitable



Floodlighting (for training areas), and fencing are not
suitable



Accessible toilet required and continual overall facility
improvement requested.



Request clubs own training facilities

Rathmines Oval

Gregory Park, West Wallsend

Johnston Park, West
Wallsend

Netball
Atuka Netball Club

No Allocated facility



Amenities building extension is planned for the future

Belmont North Netball Club

Belmont North Netball Courts



Storage, seating, shade, car parking, and fencing are not
suitable

Belmont (Sporties) Netball Club

Molly Smith Netball Courts,
Belmont



Seating, shade, car parking, and storage are not suitable

Bolton Point/Fennel Bay Netball
Club

Westlakes Netball
Association Courts, Wangi
Wangi



Seating, shade, and toilets are not suitable

Ken Booth and Nancy Dwyer
Netball Courts, Cardiff



Car parking is not suitable

Cardiff Netball Club



Amenities are basic.



Amenities building, seating, shade, car parking are not
suitable

Caves Beach Netball Club

Caves Beach Netball Courts

Central Leagues Netball Club

Jack Stewart Netball Courts,
Charlestown



Seating, shade, and fencing are not suitable

Dudley Redhead Netball Club

Jack Stewart Netball Courts,
Charlestown



Seating, shade, and car parking are not suitable
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Kahibah Netball Club

Jack Stewart Netball Courts,
Charlestown



Seating, shade, car parking, and fencing are not suitable

Morisset Netball Club

Bonnells Bay Netball Courts



Amenities facility at new Courts

Westlakes Netball
Association Courts, Wangi
Wangi



Rathmines Netball Club

Playing surface, amenities building, seating, shade, car
parking are not suitable

Toronto Netball Club

Ron Hill Oval Netball Courts,
Toronto



Two new courts and vehicle barrier fencing, constructed in
2008

Valentine Eleebana Netball Club

Valentine Eleebana Netball
Courts



Overall facility is suitable, however the amenities building is
shared with other users and requires an increase in space

Warners Bay Netball Club

Warners Bay Netball Courts



Playing surface, amenities building, seating, and shade are
not suitable



Shade, toilets, car parking, and storage are not suitable



Amenities building serviceable but needs improvement.



Floodlighting and access not suitable.



Playing surface, seating, shade, access, car parking,
storage, and floodlighting are not suitable

Petanque
Lake Macquarie City Petanque
Club

Lake Macquarie City
Petanque Centre, Teralba

Rugby League
Belmont North Junior Rugby
League Club

Lenaghan Oval, Belmont
North

Cardiff Junior Rugby League Club

Cardiff Oval No. 1

Central Charlestown Rugby
League Club

St John Oval, Charlestown



New facility constructed in 2009

Central Junior Rugby League
Club

St John Ovals



New facility

Dudley Redhead Junior Rugby
League Football Club

John Balcomb Field, Dudley



Car parking is not suitable, as it is unsealed.



Access to public toilets and need for accessible toilet.

Glendale Rugby League Club

Bill Bower Ovals, Glendale



Floodlighting not suitable

Lakes United Rugby League Club

Cahill Oval and Barton Oval,
Belmont



Floodlighting on Barton Oval is in adequate

Macquarie Scorpions Rugby
League Football Club

Lyall Peacock Field (No.1),
Toronto, and Toronto Ovals
Nos. 1 and 2



Amenities building is not suitable for rugby league Public
toilets, car parking, and floodlighting are not suitable

Dora Creek Workers Club
Oval (non-Council), and
Douglass Street Oval, Dora
Creek



Southlakes Junior Rugby League
Football Club

Club uses Douglass Street Oval for training only, as it is the
only field with floodlighting in the area



Amenities building, seating, shade, and car parking are not
suitable

Swannsea Caves Beach Junior
Rugby League



Amenities not suitable and additional full sized field required.

Parbury Park



Drainage needed for field.

Swansea Caves Beach Senior
Rugby League

Parbury Park



Amenities not suitable

Valentine Eleebana Junior Rugby
League Club

Croudace Bay Rugby League
Fields



Car parking, storage, and floodlighting are not suitable

43

Club

Facility

Key Facility Issues


Amenities building and floodlighting are, not suitable

Les Wakeman Field, West
Wallsend



Playing surface, canteen, and floodlighting are not suitable

Hunter Barnett Ovals,
Windale



Facility will not be adequate in five years. The amenities
building is the main concern



Amenities building, floodlighting are not suitable



No issues raised as new facility and upgraded grounds
currently under construction



Seating and shade are not suitable

Wangi Wangi Junior Rugby
League Club

Wangi Oval

West Wallsend Junior Rugby
League Club
Windale Junior Rugby League
Club
Rugby Union
Lake Macquarie Rugby Union
Club

Walters Park, Boolaroo

Southern Beaches Rugby Union
Club

Allen Davis Field & Ernie
Calland Fields (Gateshead),

Southern Lakes Rugby Union
Club

Gibson Field, Morisset
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Consultation - Schools
As part of the Sports Facility Audit (2008), Council sent surveys to 74 schools within Lake Macquarie, of which,
49 schools returned the survey.
Since this initial survey, the use of Council owned and managed sports areas appears to have increased as
more intensive development of school grounds decreases the availability of open space within the school
properties.
Schools continue to utilise Council sports fields, cricket pitches, cricket practise nets, and netball courts under
hire agreements with Community Operating Committees and Incorporated organisations appointed to manage
sports facilities on behalf of Council.
Council’s Pricing Policy contains annually adjusted Fees and Charges applicable to the hire of sports facilities,
and schools as hirers of the facilities, are required to pay the fees applicable to a specific facility.

Consultation – Neighbouring Councils
Council also consulted with key staff from neighbouring Council’s to Lake Macquarie. The results are as
follows:
Newcastle City Council (NCC)









National Park No.2 which is a regional facility and Kurraka Reserve (sportsground) at Fletcher were two
sports grounds constructed in the last 5 years.
Council’s Parkland and Recreation Strategy identified a number of gaps in facility provision throughout the
LGA, including parks (local & district), playgrounds (district & regional), hard courts, exercise equipment
and playing fields.
Major new development will occur within the western corridor, including local and district playing fields,
parks, skate facility, courts and a community centre. Planning has commenced and these facilities will be
rolled out progressively over the next 20 years in line with residential development.
The key strategic document at Council is 2030 Newcastle Community Strategic Plan. A number of
strategies have been or are being developed to drive the implementation of the Plan, including the
Parkland and Recreation Strategy, Environmental Management Strategy, Community Facilities Strategy,
Local Planning strategy, Transport Strategy, and Economic Strategy.
The key findings in relation to participation and growth for organised sports captured as part of the
development of the Parkland and Recreation Strategy include’
o 78% of Newcastle sporting associations experienced increased growth in participation over the
previous 5 years;
o 68% of Newcastle sporting associations projected increased growth in participation over the
forthcoming 5 years;
o Only 21% of Newcastle sporting associations projected slight increase in growth in participation
over the forthcoming 5 years.
o The numbers of participants involved in outdoor football (soccer) is almost double that of any other
sport;
o The increasing popularity of touch football and Oz Tag; and
o The continued popularity of netball as the major winter sport for females.
Demand for additional playing fields for both summer and winter sports continue. In some cases this
demand is a result of increases in player registrations. In other cases it is a result of a clubs desire to play
in a higher grade or the inability of current facility to meet current needs i.e. poor drainage. Additionally,
there are a number of codes which have facilities, but are not up to the standards they demand. Football
however continues to be code with the greater expressed demand for additional fields. We are looking
further into substantiating this expressed demand and identifying the most appropriate method to address
it.
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Cessnock City Council
o
o

o
o

o

Recognition that Cessnock Sportsground is now 10 years old, and Kurri Kurri Aquatic & Fitness centre
is 12 years old, bringing an increasing maintenance burden on Council.
The Recreation & Open Space Strategic Plan 2009 is about to be reviewed and updated following the
completion of the Recreation Needs Analysis, which will identify an undersupply of sports facilities
when complete.
The majority of facilities are allocated and managed by Council.
There are around 10 sporting facilities which have licence agreements between Council and the
sporting club, and the majority of maintenance and management is the responsibility of the sporting
club.
Main issue facing Council is a lack of funds to adequately maintain all facilities to desired levels.
Increased expectation on Council to upgrade and continue to improve facilities based on sporting
associations requirements to compete at higher levels.

Wyong Shire Council
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

A range of new playing fields and amenities facilities have been constructed at Wadalba, Woongarrah,
Hamlyn Terrace, Bateau Bay, Long Jetty, and Ourimbah.
Regional Skate Park to the value of $3.0M is in planning at a site yet to be determined.
New and upgraded sports facilities are planned at Budgewoi, Collongra Bay, Tuggerah Regional Sports
and Recreation Centre, Watanobbi Oval, Kilarney Vale, and Chittaway Bay.
Planned upgrading of field floodlighting at San Remo and Bateau Bay, and at Kulnura and Lake
Munmorah tennis courts.
Major Strategies currently in place include the Community Strategic Plan 2030, Aquatic Infrastructure
Strategy 2014, Skate Strategy 2014, and Sportsfield Usage Guidelines.
Currently developing a Shirewide Recreation Strategy.
Major sports trends see increases in ‘out of season’ sports, such as small sided soccer, Oz tag, touch
football, and gridiron
Major sports are extending seasons and pre-season training, resulting in conflicting uses.
Football (soccer) continues to have highest participation
Netball is continuing its increasing participation trend.
Skate based recreation trends show that there is a need for a hierarchy of these facilities across the
LGA.
Sports Facilities managed through a Council managed centralised booking system.
Council facilitates a Community Sports Advisory Group that meets on a quarterly basis to provide
feedback on facility use and development.
Identified issue is the limited time for seasonal changeover in sports codes.
Council is considering its delivery model in terms of indoor sports facilities and aquatics.
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Consultation – Emerging Issues and Trends
The table below outlines a number of issues and trends identified during the consultation and research. The table separates these issues (in no order into facility
related issues, and other issues and trends that are currently, or could affect sports participation, facility use, and facility provision within Lake Macquarie in the
future.

Issue or Trend

Implications for the Sports Facility Strategy

Facility Issues
Many factors affect the quality of playing surfaces, including the location of the facility, and type of sub-surface, turf, or asphalt, and availability of
irrigation and drainage. These factors influence the carrying capacity of a facility (i.e. the amount of use a facility can support without degrading it
beyond a functional level).
There is no formula for calculating the carrying capacity of facilities, as it is dependent on a wide range of factors, such as the type of activity,
weather conditions, and the age (and weight) of participants.
Playing surface

Council is presently investigating turf sports surfaces to address playability and water usage issues. Council is undertaking a program to improve
existing sports field irrigation through Sustainability funding.
Many clubs are now considering the installation of sports field drainage in an effort to prevent playing days lost due to wet weather. Successful
installations have occurred at a number of fields throughout the LGA.
Issues to consider include:

Floodlighting



Percentage of games cancelled due to poor pitch condition



Improving the carrying capacity through alternative arrangements, such as maintenance or scheduling of use

Floodlighting allows greater use of a facility for both training and competition, and assists to spread demand over the week. When providing new,
or upgrading existing floodlighting infrastructure, Council must adhere to relevant Australian Standards and aim to achieve a minimum level of
100 lux for training and competition at all levels.
Amenities buildings are an important component of a sports facility, providing participants and spectators with toilets, change, warm up, storage,
and canteen facilities. Club room facilities are being requested by clubs suggesting that appropriate use of these room will provide additional club
income which will in turn be used to lower the cost of participation in the sport.

Amenities building

A number of sports amenities buildings are now out-dated and no longer meet the functionality and safety requirements for users.
Issues to consider include:


The increasing need for amenities buildings to cater for both males and females (particularly for football)
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Issue or Trend

Implications for the Sports Facility Strategy


Consideration of best practice design principles, including :
o

limiting environmental impacts

o

reducing anti-social behaviour

o

emphasis on safety and multi-functional design

Other Issues or Trends

Administrative agencies are established for most sports in Lake Macquarie, at local, state and national levels. Their functions include competition
management and governance, marketing and promotion, facility development, and insurance.
Sports
administration and
relationship to
Council

Sports are increasing moving toward paid administrative executive of sports.
Council must maintain close links with each agency, as requirements for each sport (such as field dimensions and infrastructure requirements)
are reviewed on a regular basis.
There is a need for agencies, particularly local associations, to take a lead role in advising clubs, advocating club and facility capacity issues, and
providing information regarding other options, to enable facilities to cope with use, and all clubs to remain sustainable.

Council plays a key role in facilitating opportunities for physical activity across the City, though not only the provision of facilities, but as an
advocate for equality, sports development, and the provision of up-to-date information. The key issues identified by the research and consultation
includes:
The Ageing Population
Facilitating
participation
opportunities for
all

This strategy has highlighted the population shift over the next 30 years, and the increase in numbers of people aged over 60 years.
This shift will create further demand for passive recreation areas (such as walking trails and foreshore reserves), as well as less-strenuous sports,
such as croquet and petanque.
Female Participation
Research shows us that female participation in sport decreases in the 12 to 14 year age bracket due to a range of issues such as self-esteem
and lack of suitable facilities (ABS, 2006).
Whilst the increase in female football participation is a main catalyst for this focus in Lake Macquarie, Council must consider the potential to
encourage female participation in all sports when allocating resources.
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Issue or Trend

Implications for the Sports Facility Strategy
People with a Disability
Council has a responsibility to ensure people with a disability can access facilities and services within the City, and in sports terms, this may be
as a spectator, officiator, or participant.
Consideration of these access issues must be considered when designing new or improving facilities, or offering other services, in accordance
with Council’s Disability Action Plan 2013-2017.

Most of Council’s sports facilities are managed under delegated authority by Community Operating Committees (COC) or incorporated Clubs.
These committees are authorised by Council to collect fees for the hire of facilities and then use these fees to maintain and improve the facilities.
This model empowers groups to self-manage their facilities according to the community needs and relies heavily on the commitment of
volunteers.
The consultation raised various issues as follows:

Facility
management

Club management

o

Each COC has the delegation for facility hire are by a COC, and although the majority of clubs maintain their traditional use of a facility,
new clubs or emerging sports may face difficulties gaining access.

o

Through the collection of hire fees for the use of facilities, a COC is able to generate funds for operational and facility upgrades as they
require. In many cases, community groups have contributed resources to facility development, however, this does not imply ownership
and the facility remains a Council asset for community use.

o

Groups undertaking their own projects request assistance from Council, which is not possible in many cases. Clubs to develop their own
facility plans and begin discussions with Council well in advance.

o

Change of committee membership and Council staff causes the loss of knowledge and experience.

o

Where practical encourage COC’s to manage multiple facilities, especially facilities that do not have an historic user.

o

Costs to participants

o

increasing demands on clubs to operate in a business-like fashion, considering issues such as insurance, meeting an increasing range of
legislative requirements.

o

identifying sources of funding to maintain their clubs needs and facilities,
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Issue or Trend

The changing
nature of sports
participation

Societal trends

Implications for the Sports Facility Strategy
o

strategies to grow their clubs/ sports

o

addressing a declining volunteer base

o

provision of information to the community

o

consolidation (more teams at fewer venues)

o

Trends away from organised sport

o

Emerging new activities and those not catered for by LMCC in the past – hockey, motor sport, mountain bike, may increase, BMX
expansion.

o

Entering of private/commercial operators into sports market - Oztag, Crossfit, Bootcamps, Obstacle/Novelty running events, Park Run.

o

Changing nature of traditional sports , i.e. small sided games – increase numbers at facility at one time, out of season sports opportunity,

o

Requirements for more lighting, people working longer hours

o

Overage competitions.

o

Night games

o

Technology – synthetic turf

o

Decreasing house to lot ratio and reduction of backyard space

o

Obesity

o

Climate change, sea level rise adopted by Council

o

Transport (reliance on the car)

o

People are generally ‘time poor’
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Appendix 5 - Provision of Sports Facilities in Lake Macquarie
The Lake Macquarie LGA provides an extensive range of sports facilities across a large geographical area that
caters for a variety of different organised sport activities and are used by approximately 130+ Lake Macquariebased clubs.
Additionally, sports facilities in Lake Macquarie may be managed and operated under a lease, or managed by
Community Operating Committee’s. For the purposes of this strategy, a review of the management of sports
facilities has not been undertaken, but rather, the existing management structure was considered when
recommending actions.
A summary of Council’s sports facilities is as follows:


Archery range = 1



Cricket practice nets = 32



Australian Rules football fields = 5



Equestrian facilities = 3



Athletics tracks = 7



Netball courts = 106



Baseball diamonds = 6



Petanque facilities = 1



BMX tracks = 1



Football fields = 77



Cricket turf pitches = 21



Rugby League fields = 25



Cricket synthetic pitches = 34



Rugby Union fields = 5

For purposes of this report, each field has been listed. For example, there are five Australian Rules football
fields within three facilities in Lake Macquarie. The majority of sports facilities are functional for a range of
different outdoor activities, rather than just limited to one sport. Furthermore, the facilities are supported by 91
amenities buildings/club rooms of varying size, condition, and functionality.
Distribution of Sports Facilities
The Lake Macquarie City Council area is divided into seven (7) Planning Districts. The distribution of Council’s
sports facilities was analysed according to each Planning District within Lake Macquarie (Refer to Appendix 6
– City-wide Planning Districts). Sporting facilities were analysed geographically to align with population
information and to enable a review of facility provision at a more focussed local level.
Information provided in the table below is shown spatially in Appendix 6.
Ward

Planning District

Belmont

East

Windale

Sports Facilities


Athletics = 1



Baseball = 2



Cricket = 9 (turf = 3, synthetic = 6)



Equestrian = 1



Netball = 31 courts



Rugby League = 5



Football = 10



Athletics = 1



Baseball = 2



Cricket = 10 (turf = 1, synthetic = 9)



Netball = 8 courts
51

Ward

Planning District

Cardiff

North
Charlestown

West Wallsend

Morisset
West

Toronto

Sports Facilities


Rugby League = 7



Rugby Union = 2



Football = 13



Athletics = 2



Australian Rules football = 2



BMX = 1



Cricket = 12 (turf = 5, synthetic = 7)



Netball = 19 courts



Rugby League = 4



Rugby Union = 2



Football = 23



Australian Rules football = 1



Cricket = 5 (turf = 3, synthetic = 2)



Netball = 24 courts



Rugby League = 2



Football = 5



Athletics = 1



Cricket = 4 (turf = 1, synthetic = 3)



Equestrian = 1



Netball = 4 courts



Rugby League = 1



Football = 12



Athletics = 1



Cricket = 4 (1 turf, 3 synthetic)



Equestrian = 1



Netball = 2 courts



Rugby League = 1



Rugby Union = 1



Football = 5



Athletics = 1



Australian Rules football = 2



Archery = 1
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Ward

Planning District

Sports Facilities


Baseball = 2



Cricket = 11 (turf = 7, synthetic = 4)



Croquet = 1 facility



Equestrian = 1



Netball = 18 courts



Petanque = 1



Rugby League = 5



Football = 9

An analysis of the distribution of sports facilities in Lake Macquarie highlighted a number of key points,
including:


In general terms, the current distribution of sports facilities in Lake Macquarie has a strong correlation
to population



For most sports, facility distribution has a close correlation with history of sports development in the
area and the provision level is consistent with historical participation numbers.



High level of football provision in the north and east planning districts, however additional football and
netball courts are required in west planning districts



Cricket practice nets are now provided in the south east and south west areas



The Toronto Planning District has a wide range of different sports facilities, including croquet and
petanque



There is limited provision of rugby union fields. However, there is potential to co locate with Rugby
League facility if future need arises.



Athletics and Australian Rules football have the ability to co-locate on turf fields, if the future need arise
for further AFL fields.
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Appendix 6 – City Wide Planning Districts
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Appendix 7 - Maps of Council Sports Facilities
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