Welcome to the winter edition of the Koori Grapevine, edition #33.

We hope you enjoy the read. Contributions are welcome via email to medwards@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

June-August 2020

Please be advised images and/or names of people passed over may appear in this publication

"A reconciled Australia is one where our rights as First Australians are not just respected, but championed in all the places
that matter..." Kirstie Parker, board Member, Reconciliation Australia.

Acknowledgement of Country
and Traditional Custodians

2020 SURFEST

Wandiyali Indigenous
Surf Classic 2020
Opening Wandiyali Indigenous Surf Classic 2020

This year was Surfest’s 35th anniversary and youth
services provider Wandiyali has sponsored the
Indigenous Classic for almost 20 years. The historic event
is an important part of Surfest and offers the highest
prizemoney in Australia for Indigenous surfing, which
sees competitors travelling from across the nation to
compete.
The 2020 event began with a traditional Aboriginal
smoking ceremony, the National Anthem sung in
language by Jacqui Allen and cultural performances.
The weekend festivities featured a cultural gathering
promoting Aboriginal culture and included workshops
from local artists, weavers and performers.

Wandiyali was established in 1997 to work with Koori
youth. In 2000 the Hunter Koori Youth Service began
working with young people aged 14 to 25 who were
homeless or at risk of homelessness. Since then the
range of programs on offer has grown to include Brighter
Futures, (out-of-home care) OOHC - Children's Services,
OOHC mentoring services, support services, housing and
a child care centre. The organisation recently relocated
to a new premise at 116 Lake Road, Elermore Vale.
The phone number and main reception email
remain the same ; 4957 5900 and
reception@wandiyali.com.au but the postal address
has changed to PO Box 2086, Elermore Vale, 2287.

Congratulations to all competitors and those fortunate
to win or come a place in their division.
Results of 2020 Wandiyali ATSI Indigenous Classic:
Juniors
Open Men’s
1st. Jed McDonagh (13.00) $1000
1st. Finn Hill (16.20) $6000
2nd. Finn Hill (12.76) $500
2nd. Billy Bain (13.60) $4000
3rd. Taj Simon (12.30) $300
3rd. Joe Haddon (12.90) $2000
4th. Billy Kennedy (8.34) $200
4th. Byron Simon (11.93) $1500
Open Women’s
1st. Jasmine McCorquodale (15.00) $1500
2nd. Phoebe King (12.76) $750
3rd. Bodhi Simon (8.07) $500
4th. Summer Simon (7.80) $250

Longboard
1st. Rhys Collins (16.13) $1000
2nd. Matthew Molony (14.84) $500
3rd. Jamie Archibald (9.20) $300
4th. Tom Avery (9.06) $200

Bamara

(meaning Helper, Friend, Companion
in Yolngu language from Arnhem Land)
Bamara is a company that is majority Indigenousowned, with David Liddiard being the majority
shareholder. Bamara was created for the purpose of
delivering social impact programs and quality related
services to Indigenous and non-Indigenous clients and
communities.
Providing decades of experience, combined with a
fresh perspective to working with Indigenous and nonIndigenous clients and communities, Bamara is about
people – acknowledging their unique circumstances and
achieving their goals and creating a positive impact by
providing support and professional human services.
They deliver appropriately tailored support to
individuals’ strengths, goals, challenges and experiences

ParentsNext
program

ParentsNext helps eligible parents to plan and
prepare for employment by the time their children go
to school. This is done through helping participants
develop a pathway to achieve their employment or
education goals and linking them to services and
activities available in the local community.
The ParentsNext program is now available in all nonremote areas of Australia, and the teams truly care
about the unique circumstances of parents and the
individual supports and activities required to help
them reach their goals.
With almost 40 offices across the country, there are a
number of local offices in the Hunter region.
For more information, visit bamara.com.au or phone
1300 012 476.
Bamara | Empowering individuals and their communities

Empowering individuals and their
communities.

About Us

to accomplish community prosperity and individual
economic independence and achieve this by creating,
designing and delivering culturally-competent services
for corporate, NGO and government sectors to positively
impact local communities and individuals.
The focus is on individual and community capacity
building through the design and delivery of projects,
programs and initiatives underpinned by Australian
government (state and federal) funding.
Bamara’s mission is to foster and promote business and
economic development for people and communities
by providing support and professional human services.
They do this by creating, designing and delivering
culturally competent services.

Call to vote on
your favourite
skate park
design
Lake Macquarie City Council is calling on the community
to choose their favourite design for three new skate
parks in Windale, Morisset and Croudace Bay.
Enlocus Landscape Architects have used information
from the first phase of community consultation in 2018
to create six street-style skate park designs – two options
for each location.
Residents are now being asked to vote on which design
they like best.
At Croudace Bay, the skate park is envisioned as part
of a revamp for Thomas H Halton Park, while Morisset’s
project would adjoin a new playground and outdoor
fitness area in Bernie Goodwin Memorial Park. In Windale,
the Bahloo Reserve project is expected to double the size
of the former skate park near the suburb’s PCYC.
The consultation period will be open until Wednesday 10
June, with skate, BMX and scooter fans, as well as local
residents, able to log in and view the options before
completing a short survey where they can pick their
preferred design.
The survey can be completed and designs viewed online
at shape.lakemac.com.au/skate-lake-mac.

Lake Macquarie Family Day Care
Lake Macquarie Family Day Care is an approved, highquality education and care service provider operating
under the National Quality Framework. Government
assistance with the cost of care is available to eligible
families. We register a network of qualified Educators
who provide small group education and care in their
home environments for children aged birth to 13 years.
Care is typically a regular booking, although casual
placement may be available. The service is available
for a range of school and business hours, as well as
potentially for overnight, weekend and school holiday
options.
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We have Educators in different areas in the Hunter
and Central Coast. Our education and care services are
available to families living in and out of Lake Macquarie
City. Before you enrol your child, contact us on 49210 156
so we can ensure there is an Educator available in your
preferred area.
If there are no Educators available in your area, you
can add your name to the waiting list. If an Educator is
available, you can enrol your child, however only parents
or legal guardians may enrol their child in Family Day
Care. A one-off enrolment fee is charged.

Maree Bisby - Ree

Name and nickname: Maree Bisby - Ree
Where’s your mob from? Wiradjuri
Your organisation and role?
I've been with Northcott for two years and I work in
Early Childhood Early Intervention
What services can your organisation provide to
Aboriginal people in Lake Macquarie?
For families with children under the age of six,
Northcott provide assistance with the pathway into
the NDIS- Early Intervention Approach. Children
under the age of six do not need a diagnosis
to apply for the NDIS. They can also have a
Developmental Delay, which could mean that they
have some speech and language challenges, not
follow directions or have challenges making friends
or learning new things. We have Aboriginal identified
coordinators who can work with you.
Who is in your family?
In my family there is myself, my daughter and two
beautiful kittens called Mae and Mary Poppins

Community
connections
Name and nickname:

Who is your hero? My daughter
Favourite bush tucker:
Echidna, which tastes exactly like corned beef
Favourite sport:
Hiking and camping, swimming, jetski and kayaking
Favourite movie: Pride and Prejudice
Ambitions in life:
To contribute to the wellbeing of all children in the
world, to know that I have made a difference and to
leave this world a better place because I was here.
I want to continue to tell stories and connect with
people through my art.
Anything else you would like to add?
The other passion in my life is my art. Knowing that
I am connected to my ancestors and guided through
my artwork is pure bliss for me. Hearing their words
of wisdom and knowing that I am on the path that
they have chosen for me, keeps me moving forward.

Property Manager. I currently manage the residential
portfolio and commercial portfolio, as well as over see
any refurbishments and fit outs.
What services can your organisation provide to
Aboriginal people in Lake Macquarie?

Medical, aged care, NDIS, preschool, transport, housing

Kelly Engel - Kel

Who is your hero? My dad.

Tea Gardens/Hawks Nest

Favourite sport: Footy

Where are you from:
Your organisation and role:
How long have you been there?
I've worked at Awabakal for about six years and I'm a

Favourite food: Cadbury chocolate
Favourite movie: Fast and Furious series

Ambitions in life: Happy, healthy and smiling
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NAIDOC Week – The first full week in July
annually. 2020 NAIDOC Week to be advised by the
National NAIDOC Committee

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held around Australia
each July to celebrate the history, culture and
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples.
NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islander
Day Observance Committee.
Its origins can be traced to the emergence of Aboriginal
rights groups in the 1920s that sought to increase
awareness in the wider community of the status and
treatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Australians. For more information, visit naidoc.org.au.

Coming of the Light

The Coming of the Light is an annual day celebrated
by Torres Strait Islander People on 1 July. The day
recognises the adoption of Christianity through the
island communities during the late 19th Century.

4 August
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Children’s Day

Children's Day, and the week leading up to it, is a time
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families to
celebrate the strengths and culture of their children.
The day is an opportunity for all Australians to show
their support for Aboriginal children, as well as learn
about the crucial impact that community, culture and
family play in the life of every Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander child.

What’s on?

inside for more listings
More events can be found atSeelakemac.com.au
lakemaccity or contact

Events

For more information, including Lake Mac Libraries and
Art Gallery events and workshops, visit lakemac.com.au or
phone 4921 0333 during business hours.

July

Reconnected: a recovery story

4 July-11 October
To celebrate our region (and world) emerging from the
unprecedented conditions resulting from the recent
pandemic, MAC presents this exhibition of hope.
Local artists have been invited to reflect on recovery and
a positive way forward, and to share that vision with the
Lake Macquarie community.
This exhibition will reconnect artists and the community
directly, in the physical sense, beyond the digital and
distanced world they've inhabited over the past months.
Inclusive of recent painting, sculpture, photography,
video and installation, installed inside MAC and out, this
exhibition looks on the brighter and more positive side of
life.
Most of the artworks in this show will also be for sale,
offering the community a chance to support their artists,
the Museum to celebrate the wealth of creativity in the
City, and the artists a professional opportunity on the
other side of isolation.

4921 0333

Lake Macquarie-based artists wishing to submit an
expression of interest in participating should go to
lakemac.smartygrants.com.au/MACreconnected
A MAC exhibition project in consultation with the
community		

YOUR COLLECTION: yapang

4 July – 11 October
Through works by Aboriginal artists selected from
the collection, this exhibition focuses on positive
relationships with nature and celebrates the triumph-oflife impulse. The installation features both wall-based
and sculptural works across a diverse range of media,
from Jeanette James and Corrie Fullard’s shell necklace
and Jim Ridgeway's ceramic works to Judy Watson's Heron
Island suite of prints.
A yapang program exhibition project curated by the
Aboriginal curatorial mentee in consultation with the
Aboriginal Reference Group.

YOUR COLLECTION: Past and Present

4 July-6 December
Comprising primarily paintings and works on paper drawn
from the 20th and 21st centuries, this changing exhibition
offers a snapshot of the breadth of the collection and the
diversity of practice represented.
A MAC collection exhibition project
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