
June-August 2022Please be advised images and/or names of people passed  
over may appear in this publication

Wandakalua - Welcome  to the winter edition of the Koori Grapevine, edition #41. 
We hope you enjoy the read. Contributions are welcome via email to medwards@lakemac.nsw.gov.au. 

NAIDOC WEEK  
3-10 JULY 2022 
Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up!  
with us to amplify our voices and 
narrow the gap between aspiration 
and reality, good intent and 
outcome. 

Westlakes Family Fun Day will be 
happening at Toronto Lions Park, 
Tuesday 5 July and Council will host 
their annual flag raising ceremony, 
Wednesday 6 July, 9-11am. All 
welcome at both events.

Council’s 2022 NAIDOC Week grants
This year saw a record 26 applications for Council’s 
annual NAIDOC Week grant program, with 22 
recommended by the Aboriginal Grants Committee for 
full or part funding, totalling $15,000, to assist not-
for-profit organisations and schools hold a hands-on 
cultural activity or event.

RECONCILIATION WEEK 2022
Reconciliation Week commences annually on 27 May as the date of the 1967 
Referendum which had over 90% of Australians vote to include Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people in the Census.
On Wednesday 1 June, Council hosted two introductory sessions on Aboriginal 
culture, ‘Respectful Yarns’, facilitated by Sarah Corrigan of Rainbow Crow Cultural 
Collective at the beautiful gallery by the lake, MAC yapang. Almost 40 participants 
from a range of organisations, including Lake Mac Council staff, walked away with 
some knowledge on Aboriginal culture, history and heritage.
The final day of Reconciliation Week on Friday 3 June, was a special and significant 
day of the 30-year anniversary of the Mabo Native Title decision.

COUNCIL MARKS 
NATIONAL SORRY DAY
Lake Macquarie Mayor Kay Fraser and members of 
Council’s Executive joined staff at the Multi-Arts Pavilion, 
(MAP) mima on Thursday 26 May to mark National  
Sorry Day.
Observed annually on 26 May, National Sorry Day 
remembers and acknowledges the mistreatment of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who were 
forcibly removed from their families and communities, 
which we now know as the as ‘The Stolen Generations’.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff shared 
breakfast with their non-Indigenous colleagues, providing 
the opportunity for staff to share stories and get to know 
each other better.
Aboriginal Community Development Officer, Maree 
Edwards, delivered an Acknowledgement of Country in 
Awabakal language, City Works Front End Loader Operator, 
Doug Archibald, lit a candle to remember and reflect on 
The Stolen Generations people, and Council flew all five 
flags outside the Administration Building at half-mast.



At a time when many are experiencing complex feelings 
about the frailty of life and future uncertainty, this 
exhibition explores the subject of mortality and the 
inseparable link between life and death.

The exhibition presents paintings, sculptures, 
installations and sound works, that challenge us to 
reckon with death and dying as an inherent part of life, 
invoking experiences of loss, impermanence, transience, 
remembrance, memorialisation and varied expressions 
of grief.
One foot on the ground, one foot in the water is a La 
Trobe Art Institute exhibition toured by NETS Victoria. 
Curated by Travis Curtin.
The exhibition has been assisted by the Australian 
Government through the Australia Council for the Arts, 
its arts funding and advisory body, as well as receiving 
development assistance from NETS Victoria’s Exhibition 
Development Fund, supported by the Victorian 
Government through Creative Victoria. 
Image: Timothy Cook, Kulama 2013. natural earth 
pigments on linen. 200 × 220 cm.  
Courtesy of the artist, Jilamara Arts and Crafts 
Association, Milikapiti, and Vivien Anderson Gallery, 
Melbourne. Photographer: Ian Hill
This event is part of the Lake Macquarie Dobell Festival 
in June 2022. For a full list of festival event please visit 
Lake Macquarie Dobell Festival 2022

CURRENT EXHIBITIONS AT MAC yapang  
UNTIL 10 JULY (CLOSED MONDAY’S)

One foot on the ground, one foot in the water

JAMFACTORY ICON 
KUNMANARA CARROLL: 
NGAYLU NYANGANYI 
NGURA WINKI  

Kunmanara Carroll (1950–2021) was a Luritja/Pintupi/
Pitjantjatjara artist who worked at Ernabella Arts at 
Pukatja in the APY Lands. Concerned with passing on 
cultural knowledge, his paternal homeland was an 
unwavering source of inspiration and the recurring 
subject within his oeuvre of painting and ceramic 
sculpture. 
JamFactory ICON Kunmanara Carroll: Ngaylu Nyanganyi 
Ngura Winki (I Can See All Those Places) is a major 
solo exhibition which showcases a significant body of 
Carroll’s final ceramic works and paintings supported 
by a tapestry produced by the Australian Tapestry 
Workshop
JamFactory’s annual ICON exhibition celebrates the 
achievements of South Australia’s most influential 
visual artists working in craft-based media.      

Image: Kunmanara Carroll, Walungurru, 2020, 
stoneware, 550 x 300 x 640 mm and 430x 140 x 240 mm 
(2 piece); Kiwirrkura, 2020, stoneware, 505 x 170 x 185 
mm. Photo: Grant Hancock 
This event is part of the Lake Macquarie Dobell 
Festival. For a full list of festival event please visit Lake 
Macquarie Dobell Festival 2022.
You can drive or catch a ferry, and have coffee, cake or 
lunch at Three Bears Café 0447 332 148. 



The LMYC is a committee of Council made up of young people aged 12-24 
years, Councillors, Youth Workers and Council staff.

LMYC has three main roles:

    Offer young people of the city the opportunity to participate in the 
public life of Lake Macquarie.

    Find out about issues that are important to young people in the local 
area and provide advice to Council about addressing issues facing 
young people.

    Participate in the planning, running and review of local activities and 
events for young people.

This is a great opportunity for all young people in Lake Macquarie to join, 
and would be great to see more Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
representatives. 

LAKE MACQUARIE YOUTH 
COUNCIL (LMYC)  

Name and nickname: 
Skye and Dory (because of my bad memory).
Where’s your mob from? 
My mob is from Condobolin which in on Wiradjuri 
country. 
Your organisation and role?
I recently joined Lake Macquarie City Council in 
January as an Aboriginal Cadet Environmental 
Health Officer.  
What services can your organisation provide to 
Aboriginal people in Lake Macquarie?
As an Environmental Health Officer, I protect, 
promote and improve public health to prevent 
people from getting sick from their environment. 
I believe this is an important measure to try 
to protect the Aboriginal community in Lake 
Macquarie.       
Who is in your family? 
My family extends across my own and my 
partners family who I have a very close 
relationship with. When it comes to my family it’s 
a more the merrier kind of situation. My family 
also extends to my animal’s including all four of 
my dogs. 

 
Who is your hero? 
My hero is my Aunty 
Rhonda, (who was named 
as Lake Macquarie’s 
inaugural Ambassador of 
the Year in 2020).
She is the most selfless 
person I’ve ever met and 
is so devoted into helping 
the Aboriginal community 
across Awabakal and 
Worimi land. She devotes her time to teaching 
students how to drive and also working at a local 
High School, helping guide the next Aboriginal 
generations.  
Favourite bush tucker: 
Anything with Kangaroo in it especially stews 
cooked in the camp oven.  
Favourite sport: 
My favourite sport to watch is the NRL and I’m 
very proud to say I’m a Panthers supporter. 
Favourite movie: 
10 things I hate about you. 
Ambitions in life: 
To complete my Cadetship & degree to become a 
qualified Environmental Health Officer.  
Anything else you would like to add?
~There is no right path, only this one ~ 
K. Tolnoe 

5  
minutes with the  

mob Sky-Ann 
Anderson

Would you like  
to know more  

or be part of our 
Youth Council?

Would you like  
to know more  

or be part of our 
Youth Council?
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Lake Macquarie Dobell Festival 2022 
Thursday, 09 June to 30 June 2022 
The Lake Macquarie Dobell Festival is an annual  
month-long celebration of the life and work of esteemed 
artist Sir William Dobell; known for his passion, 
innovation, fringe, experimentation and creative 
excellence. The festival includes a number of events, 
workshops, courses and exhibitions occurring in various 
venues across the lake. 

Float Your Boat 
Float Your Boat is an open competition for boat owners 
to dress their boats with lights and take part in a flotilla 
parade for cash prizes.

Friday 24 June 2022 - Marmong Point Marina to Toronto, 
Coal Point and Wangi Wangi (western side of Lake 
Macquarie). The Toronto Royal Motor Yacht Club and 
surrounding area will include live music, roaming 
illuminated performances, entertainment, children's 
activities and food trucks from 5-9.30pm.

Saturday 25 June 2022 - Marmong Point Marina to 
Warners Bay, Eleebana, Valentine and Belmont (eastern 
side of Lake Macquarie). The Warners Bay foreshore will 
include live music, roaming illuminated performances, 
entertainment, children's activities and food trucks from 
5-9.30pm.
Held on our beautiful Lake Macquarie, spectators will 
line the shores to watch boats in a rainbow of colour 
cruise past before casting their vote for the Newcastle 
Permanent People's Choice Award.

Out of the Vaults
Wednesday 29 June 2022 - 11am  
The First Nations sporting heroes talk can be viewed 
at Toronto Library, Belmont Library or online via Zoom. 
There will be morning tea at Toronto and Belmont Library. 
The booking page is at Out of the Vaults - First Nations 
sporting heroes and memorabilia talk - Lake Mac Libraries.

Hunter Homeless Connect Day  
10 August 2022
On again at the Newcastle Showground Exhibition Centre. 
Register at Hunter Homeless Connect Day - Hunter 
Homeless Connect

Save the date and apply for a stall 
23-25 September at Speers Point Park 
Gardening guru Costa Georgiadis, who was hugely popular 
in 2019, and a new event dedicated to international flavours 
and cultures are among the highlights of the long-awaited 
latest instalment of Lake Mac’s Living Smart Festival.
This year features workshops, demonstrations, market 
stalls, world music, international cooking classes, global 
gardens and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture 
and language sessions.
Applications have opened for stallholders for the Saturday 
and Sunday events. This year’s Living Smart Festival 
is proudly supported by major event partner Hunter 
Resource Recovery, as well as Hunter Water, Allambi Care, 
Greater Bank and the University of Newcastle.
Go to livingsmartfestival.com.au for more information. 

See inside for more listings

EVENTSEVENTS
More events can be found at  lakemac.com.au   lakemaccity or contact   4921 0333

July 
1st - Coming of the Light
3rd-10th - NAIDOC Week

2022 CULTURAL 

SIGNIFICANT 

DATES

For further information please email council@lakemac.nsw.gov.au or phone 4921 0333.
For additional information on Council events, including Over 55’s programs, Community Noticeboard, Lake Mac 
Libraries, SEEN@Swansea, Rathmines and Warners Bay Theatres, MAC yapang and MAP mima events and workshops, 
visit lakemac.com.au or phone 4921 0333 during business hours.

August
4th - Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander 
Children’s Day

September
7th - Indigenous 
Literacy Day


