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September-November 2020Welcome to the spring edition of the Koori Grapevine, edition #34.  
We hope you enjoy the read. Contributions are welcome via email to medwards@lakemac.nsw.gov.au 

“Children don’t need more things. The best toys a child can have is a parent who gets down on the floor and plays with 
them.” – Anonymous

A new $25,000 national art prize is set 
to nurture art and culture while adding 
works by leading Australian artists to 
Lake Macquarie’s Cultural Collection. This 
year’s theme is ‘Where There Is Water’ 
and judges will be looking for works that 
reflect the theme, either directly or in 
more conceptual ways, and in working 
with the theme, artists are encouraged 
to not only embrace notions of location, 
but to explore water as a metaphor or 
narrative.
The Lake Art Prize, launched in August, 
will be a biennial competition open to 
artists aged 18 and over with the winning 
artist having their work purchased by 
Council, up to the value of $25,000.

Artists working across all mediums, 
including sculpture, painting, drawing, 
photography, installation and sound, are 
eligible for the prize.
The Museum of Art and Culture will host 
an exhibition of all Lake Mac Art Prize 
finalists, opening on 12 December.
Works on display will also be for sale to 
the public, with a $2,000 People’s Choice 
Award for the most popular artist up for 
grabs.
Artworks entered in the competition must 
have been completed in the 12 months 
from 23 October 2019 to the entry closing 
date on Friday 23 October this year.
Go to mac.lakemac.com.au/lakeartprize 
for more information.
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NAIDOC celebrations kicked off at Windale Public School with an 
opening ceremony featuring special guests, Connor Watson, Aunty 
Laurel, Carol Proctor, Steve Harris and more.  Students performed 
for the school community as well as Belmont High School Dance 
group. After the opening ceremony, there was a barbecue lunch with 
families and community members. Once lunch was done, attendees 
formed groups to participate in activities including Aboriginal dance,  
anochre station, artefacts yarn, boomerang and rock painting, 
headband and bracelet making, weaving, Johnny Cakes and bush 
tucker tasting and traditional games. 
It was an unreal day. Everyone was really engaged and the students 
are still talking about NAIDOC day this year!

Article submitted by Windale Public School.

Windale Public school 2019 NAIDOC celebrations

Windale Public School NAIDOC Week 2019



Following the April school holidays and COVID-19 
lockdown, the children of Girrinbai Community Preschool 
in Jewells returned to find part of their outdoor play area 
had changed. Now, there was a seven-metre trickle rock 
stream, a bush kitchen, dirt pit, weaving frame to play 
with, as well as a variety of edible bush tucker plants and 
an upgraded yarning circle. 
Director of Girrinbai Preschool Lyn Best said, “open-
ended natural materials, tools and equipment (or what 
we call ‘loose parts’), are added to the space and the 
children use their imagination and creativity as they 
cooperate and collaborate with their peers as they play 
and learn.”. 
The children lift and move rocks to get to the water in the 
trickle stream, then use sticks, leaves, flowers and seed 
pods to experiment or create water worlds. In the bush 
kitchen, they use dirt, stones, leaves, flowers and water to 
create tea, soup, ice creams and cakes. 
In early May, Girrinbai Cultural Educator Stephanie 
Callaghan ran an experience using the yarning circle, 
teaching the children and staff about bush tucker 
and the plants in the garden. Children and parents at 
home because of the lockdown were invited to join the 
experience through a Zoom meeting. 

Stephanie said, “having so many edible plants in the 
space is great for teaching the children, not only about 
ancient foods and plants but also health benefits and 
the environment”. 
The yarning circle has been used as a camp site, kitchen, 
office and a dinosaur environment and given the children 
a raised path to walk on. The preschool also has a daily 
Acknowledgment of Country here each morning. 
The works were made possible by a grant from the 
Department of Education - Quality Early Learning 
Environment grant and the Inspired Early Learning team 
developed the new playground plan and completed Stage 
1 works. The children and parents were included in the 
planning process prior to COVID-19, and voted for their 
favourite equipment, which finalised the plan. 
Stage 2 will be completed over the next preschool 
holidays, which will include more sustainable gardens 
and a traditional Humpy House for play. 

Article submitted by Girrinbai Preschool.

Name and nickname: Belinda – Aunty Boo 
Where’s your mob from? Worimi
Your organisation and role?
Windale Public School Relieving Aboriginal 
Education Officer 

How long have  you been there?
2 years

What services can your organisation provide to 
Aboriginal people in Lake Macquarie?

A vibrant and exciting education      

Who is in your family? 
Myself and my three daughters 

Who is your hero?  
My Children 
Favourite bush tucker:  
Davidson’s Plum
Favourite sport:  Netball 
Favourite movie: Finding Dory 
Ambitions in life: 
To be the best person I can be

Anything else you would like to add?
I am so proud of my culture and I’m lucky enough to 
share my culture with the wonderful students and 
staff I work with each day

5  
minutes with the  

mob Belinda – Aunty Boo 

Koori-themed playground  
area for children at 
Girrinbai Community 
Preschool Jewells



*Denotes events occur on the same date 

each year

2020 
Significant 
dates2 September

Indigenous Literacy Day
Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF) is excited to invite 
you to their National, virtual YouTube Live Premiere 
event at 12.30pm on Wednesday 2 September for 
a celebration of Indigenous language and literacy. 
In previous years, this celebration has taken place 
at Sydney Opera House with children from remote 
communities, local schools, ILF ambassadors and 
supporters. 
This year, due to COVID-19, it is open for the first time to 
everyone,Australia-wide.
indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/indigenous-
literacy-day 
 

13 September

Anniversary of the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous People
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples was adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly during its 61st session at UN 
Headquarters in New York City on 13 September 2007. 
The Australian Government gave its support on 3 April 
2009.
Learn more on the Australian Human Rights Commission 
webpage about the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People 

8-15 November
2020 NAIDOC Week 
'Always Was, Always Will Be'
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held around Australia 
each July to celebrate the history, culture and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. This year, due to COVID-19, celebrations will be 
held from 8-15 November.
NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islanders 
Day Observance Committee.
Its origins can be traced to the emergence of Aboriginal 
rights groups in the 1920s that sought to increase 
awareness in the wider community of the status and 
treatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians. For more information, visit naidoc.org.au.
At the time of going to print and with daily COVID-19 
changes, we are considering all options for Council’s 
annual flag raising ceremony. Information will be shared 
on Council’s website, social media and email distribution 
in due course. The annual Eastlakes and Westlakes 
Family Fun Day events will not be held in 2020. 

11 November
Rememberance Day 
Remembrance Day falls on 11 of November each year. On 
the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month, a minutes' silence is observed and dedicated to 
those soldiers who died fighting to protect the nation. 
Today, the loss of Australian lives from all wars and 
conflicts is commemorated on Remembrance Day.

Community  
connections

 
 
Name and nickname:  
Jessica (when I’m in 
trouble) Jess (all other 
times)

Where are you from: 
Born on Dharug land,  
but my fondest 
childhood memories are 
on the lands of Biripi and 
Kamilaroi

Your organisation and 
role: 
How long have you been 
there? 
Lake Macquarie City 
Council as Community 
Planner  
for Children and families. 
I’ve been there for 8 years 
and have loved every 
moment 

 
What services can your organisation provide to 
Aboriginal people in Lake Macquarie?  
My role can help provide connections and opportunity 
for learning between services, as well as providing 
families with free access to local child development 
talks in our libraries. I’m always eager to hear how we 
can better support the children and families in our 
community and work together to develop resources/
programs/supports

Who is in your family?  
My husband Nick, our two doggos Henry and Penny 
and a little bub on the way (Due November!)

Who is your hero?  
Every woman who has ever stood up in the face of 
adversity, who has challenged the status quo and who 
has fought for a better life for her, the women around 
her and the women who will come after her. .

Favourite food: Potato bake

Favourite sport:  Netball

Favourite movie: Love Actually 

Ambitions in life:  
It sounds corny, but to just be happy and fulfilled 
in every moment, knowing that life is one forever 
evolving, learning journey, not a destination.



Events
For information on COVID-19 cancellations, 
postponements or online events, including Over 55’s 
programs, Lake Mac Libraries, SEEN@Swansea and the 
MAC yapang events and workshops, visit lakemac.com.au 
or phone 4921 0333 during business hours.

Awaba: Know Our Stories
SEEN@Swansea
228 Pacific Highway, Swansea 
Friday 28 August - Sunday 25 October
Whether it’s Aboriginal elders, who contribute so much to 
passing on knowledge and wisdom, Indigenous families 
who call Lake Macquarie home, or young people full of 
hope and promise, at the beginning of their life journey, 
their portraits and the words they share here aim to 
inspire us all. This free exhibition is part of History 
Illuminated. 
The event is limited to 15 in a space at any one time, you may 
be asked to wait to enter the exhibition.
All attendees are reminded to please follow safe physical 
distancing and health advice by keeping 1.5m apart, 
maintaining personal hygiene by regularly washing hands, 
and not attending if they feel unwell. You will be required 
to answer screening questions around your health and 
travel, and to provide contact details for traceability in 
the future.
P: 4921 0400 W: lakelibraries@lakemac.nsw.gov.au
A MAC exhibition project in consultation with the 
community

Reconnected: A Recovery Story
Museum of Art and Culture (MAC)
First Street, Booragul
4 July – 11 October
To celebrate our region (and world) emerging from the 
unprecedented conditions resulting from the recent 
pandemic, MAC presents this exhibition of hope.
Local artists were invited to reflect on recovery and a 
positive way forward, and to share that vision with the 
Lake Macquarie community.
This exhibition will reconnect artists and the community 
directly, in the physical sense, beyond the digital and 
distanced world they've inhabited over the past months. 
Inclusive of recent painting, sculpture, photography, video 
and installation, installed inside the Museum and out, 
this exhibition looks on the brighter and more positive 
side of life.

Most of the artworks in this show will also be for sale, 
offering the community a chance to support their artists, 
the museum to celebrate the wealth of creativity in the 
City, and the artists a professional opportunity on the 
other side of isolation.
A MAC exhibition project in consultation with the 
community. 

YOUR COLLECTION: yapang
Museum of Art and Culture (MAC) 
First Street, Booragul
4 July - 6 December
Through works by Aboriginal artists selected from the 
collection, this exhibition focuses mainly on positive 
relationships with the natural world and celebrates 
the triumph-of-life impulse. Featuring both wall-based 
and sculptural works across a range of mediums, this 
changing exhibition celebrates the yapang sub-collection 
and the diversity of practice represented.
A yapang program exhibition project in consultation with 
the Aboriginal Reference Group.

Manggan: gather, gathers, gathering 
Museum of Art and Culture (MAC) 
First Street, Booragul
17 October - 29 November
This exhibition features contemporary artworks by 19 
artists from the Girringun Aboriginal Art Centre, together 
with selected cultural objects drawn from the South 
Australian Museum collection gathered from the Girringun 
region.
A travelling exhibition in partnership between Girringun 
Aboriginal Art Centre, the South Australian Museum and 
toured by Museums and Galleries Queensland, supported 
by the Australian Government’s Visions regional touring 
program.

History Illuminated Cruise Series: 
Aboriginal Heritage Cruise 
Saturday 28 November 2020, 10:30am-3:30pm
Prior to the cruise, view current exhibitions at (MAC) 
yapang with complimentary coffee, cake and tour at MAC 
yapang at 10.30am.
Cruise departing at 11.30am from Booragul Jetty for four 
hours, arriving back at Booragul at 3.30pm.
Tickets are $100 per person, which includes lunch. 
Bookings are essential with limited numbers and limited 
wheelchair access.
Contact Lake Macquarie Libraries on 0421 0400 or  
lakelibraries@lakemac.nsw.gov.au

See inside for more listings
What’s on?What’s on?
More events can be found at  lakemac.com.au   lakemaccity or contact   4921 0333
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