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‘Tell Me Why, Archie Roach, the story of my Life and my Music, is an extraordinary odyssey and offering. Archie has come 
through snares, pits and suffering to bring us an inspiring tale of survival, grace and generosity. This book should be in 
every school.’  Paul Kelly - Australian singer, songwriter and musician

 Wandakalua - Welcome to the 
summer edition of the Koori Grapevine, edition #35. 
Here’s hoping you enjoy the read. Contributions are 
welcome via email to medwards@lakemac.nsw.gov.au. 
Also hoping you and yours are well and have managed 
some of the strange and challenging times 2020 has had 
for us all. To say work and life have been pretty manic all 
round would be an understatement.

Council are currently at the final stage of interviews for 
five Identified Trainee Works Assistants and one Female 
targeted Trainee, with 10 positions in total that will see 
the successful candidates commencing for two months 
in mid-January 2021. Exciting times as this has been in 
the planning for a very long time and is finally about to 
become real. These young people will learn much about 
outdoor work in Council and we wish them all the very 
best.
The summer Koori Grapevine was delayed this quarter 
and unfortunately hard copies will not be delivered 
to schools before they break up for 2020 but can be 
downloaded from lakemac.com.au and I will email 
electronic versions to the AECGs.  
Apologies for any inconvenience. 
Thank you to all who have supported me throughout this 
chaotic year personally and professionally and I envisage 
a much brighter and better 2021 for all.
Be mindful this time of year can pose more challenges 
for many, especially how things have panned out this 
year so please take care of you and yours, pets and 
native critters too.
Council will close from noon Thursday 24 December 2020 
and reopen 9am Monday 4 January 2021. For information 
on other Council services, visit lakemac.com.au or phone 
4921 0333 during business hours. I will be taking a bit of 
time off in the new year and look forward to coming back 
bright and fresh in 2021.
From me and mine, to you and yours all the very best!
Respects and regards,

Maree

Please be advised images and/or names of people passed  
over may appear in this publication

Cody, Maree, Kath and John Edwards



With 2020 NAIDOC Week moved from 
July to November and the cancellation of most major 
NAIDOC and other events, I still put on Council’s annual 
flag-raising ceremony on Tuesday 10 November, however 
was only able to have up to 100 guests in a COVID-
safe environment, including a COVID marshal, much 
paperwork, and then some, to complete the event. 
The ceremony commenced with Acknowledgement 
of Country and Traditional Custodians by me, Council 
CEO, Morven Cameron and Cr Kay Fraser, Mayor of Lake 
Macquarie welcoming guests in person and online to 
the event. Then followed a cleansing and welcoming 
smoking ceremony by Brett Naughton. Carol Proctor, CEO 
Bahtabah Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) and Sarah 
Groombridge (Neal), my predecessor at Council, lit the 
candles before we held a minute’s silence. 
This year’s flag raisers were Rhonda Finlay, Community 
Elder and Lake Macquarie 2020 Ambassador of the Year, 

Cheryle Davis, Council staff, Cr Fraser, Superintendent 
Daniel Sullivan, APM, Lake Macquarie Police District and 
my son, Cody Edwards Firefighter, NSW Fire and Rescue.
Speakers for the 2020 theme, Always Was, Always Will Be, 
were Rob Russell, CEO Awabakal Local Aboriginal Land 
Council, Superintendent Sullivan and my Mum, Kathy 
Edwards reciting her beautifully compiled poetry, Because 
of Her, We Can, 2018 and Always Was, Always Will Be, 2020. 
Poems and some of the photos captured by local lady 
Tracey Keogh, will be added to Council’s website early 
next year.
Our Communications team streamed the lovely ceremony 
live and it can be viewed on Council’s Facebook page. 
Over 4500 people from all walks of life, ages, backgrounds 
and Countries have watched, and personally it is very 
humbling for many aspects. 
Under the circumstances of COVID-19 restrictions, all 
went well and the ceremony was rather unique and 
moving.

2020 Walk a Mile Koori Style 
held in the same week as NAIDOC Week this year on 
Friday 13 November, was an event unlike any others we 
have held in the past seven years since inception, with 
only 15 males and 15 females able to participate this 
year instead of the usual thousands. Nonetheless still 
quite moving, emotional and very personal with the men 
and boys meandering through King Edward Park to greet 
the women and girls at the top of the park, known as 
Shepherd’s Hill, where they swear the Oath to never be 
violent or silent regarding family and domestic violence 
and bullying.
On arrival to the hill, we all walked through the cleansing 
smoke and formed a parallel line of males down the 
hill and females at the top. Led by Mark Weber, White 
Ribbon Hunter and WAMKS Ambassador, all the males 
swore the Oath to the females and this was accepted by 
an incredibly emotional talk by a woman recently located 
here from overseas as her young son, proudly watched 
across from her.
Each male was asked to bring something special to hand 
to one female each that they were aligned with. Each 
delivered an individual personal and touching tribute of 
words and amazingly thoughtful gifts from the heart. Yes, 
there were very few dry eyes as this took place!
After the 2019 event, WAMKS founder and passionate lady, 
Liann Taffe handed over the reins to Alex Saxby-Milles 
as Chairperson of this wonderful little committee and he 
stepped into gear from day one and managed to continue 
to hold a mini but marvellously moving event with the 
daily changes in COVID-19 restrictions. Well done Alex and 
committee people!
Some photos from this year’s event can be viewed on 
WAMKS’ Facebook page and a short clip of this year’s walk 
and swearing of the Oath can be also be viewed on their 
page with more photos and drone footage to be added.
Under the circumstances of COVID-19 restrictions, all 
went well and the ceremony was rather unique and 
moving.



ALL THE BEST 
DEBBIE ABRAHAM
After 21 years dedicating her all to Museum of Art and 
Culture, (MAC), one of the many warm and friendly faces 
to welcome visitors and staff to the gallery will no longer 
be there to greet us.
In 1995, Debbie began working at Lake Macquarie City 
Council and accepted the position of Co-Director of 
Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery, where she managed the 
relocation of the gallery from Speers Point to Booragul. 
From 1997–1999 she was National Exhibitions Touring 
Support Program Manager for Regional Galleries NSW 
and Museums and Galleries NSW and instrumental in 
developing national policy and programming. In 2000, 
Deb took up the position of Gallery Director and has 
since then overseen the fit-out, additions and the major 
refurbishment of the art museum to where and what it is 
today, Museum of Art and Culture – MAC. 
Throughout her extensive career in Council, Deb 
often originated, and oversaw the development and 
presentation of over 350 exhibitions and countless 

community partnership projects and workshops. Many 
of these exhibitions and workshops came through the 
21-year relationship with the Aboriginal Reference Group 
(ARG) and the Aboriginal community, which saw Deb’s 
passion for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture 
and heritage flow on to introducing authentic cultural 
works to the gallery. It was Deb’s idea to create the ARG 
and to this day has facilitated the Group and brought 
numerous cultural exhibitions and workshops to the 
beautiful lakeside gallery, and subsequently prompted 
the creation of yapang program at MAC. 
She has also been responsible for attracting $3.2 
million in grant funding for arts programming in Lake 
Macquarie, and led a team to win 40 state and regional 
museum and publication design awards. Debbie has 
worked in advocacy and policy development within the 
industry, including serving on the M&G NSW Audience 
Development Steering Committee, ArtCraftDesign 
National Network, Regional and Public Galleries NSW and 
numerous assessment panels including for Create NSW 
and Visions of Australia. 
Deb was (and still is) a friend to many and I will maintain 
that friendship and follow the next chapter she embarks 
upon. Thank you and all the best for your next journey 
my friend.

Deb Abraham with ARG members Doug and Selena Archibald, Maree Edwards and Cr Kay Fraser Mayor of Lake Macqaurie



To many Council staff, Tracey was much more than a 
colleague, she was (and still is) a trusted loyal friend and 
awesome person.
Tracey commenced at Council as a trainee and has since 
had a long career (36 years) at Lake Mac Libraries, in 
particular Windale and Wangi Wangi branches. Tracey 
has been a long-term valued member of, and passionate 
contributor to, the Eastlakes NAIDOC planning committee 
and the annual Family Fun Day at Pelican. She was 
instrumental in developing culturally appropriate, fun and 
engaging library activities for the Eastlakes NAIDOC Family 
Fun Days and received recognition from the committee 
for her organisational and planning skills. Together with 
her friendly, bubbly personality, her caring nature and 
contagious smile, Tracey managed to make everyone feel 
welcome in any space she was in.
As an avid reader and book lover, Tracey provided 
a valuable readers’ advisory service as part of her 
professional role. Tracey was always eager to contribute 
to project work, including assisting with Float Your Boat 
activities in 2018. Library and many other staff will have 
fond memories of the many social occasions Tracey 
organised and was part of.
Thank you, Tracey and all the best, for your next chapter 
my friend.

ALL THE BEST  
TRACEY BANCROFT

ALWAYS WAS  
ALWAYS WILL BE
(C) Kathy Edwards 21/6/2020
for NAIDOC Week 8-15 November 2020

Always was, always will be
Dreamtime tales of long ago
listen to these ancient stories
understand them, learn and grow.

In the Dreamtime, Rainbow Serpent
made the rivers, hills, and streams
will surface only when it's raining
forms the rainbow's coloured beams.

Rock art paintings, ochre art,
knowledge, oldest living culture,, lore,
corroborees and brolgas dancing
kangaroos and emus run, 
In the sky the eagles soar.

Boomerang was made for hunting
only take what you can eat
Woomera and spear for fishing
fires used to cook and heat.

Dreamtime teaches many lessons
respect the Earth, your Motherland 
be kind, show love to one another
only then you'll understand.

Spirit lives within us all
controls behaviour, things we feel
nurture spirit, show no hatred
Reconcile and help us heal.

Dreaming when all life began
and after life where all will go
Always was, always will be
In the Dreamtime long ago.

ALWAYS WAS ALWAYS WILL BE  
(c) Kathy Edwards 21/6/2020

is it our HERITAGE, something handed  
down from generation to generation
Is it our CULTURE,  a culture that has 
survived and existed for many thousands  
of years.
is it our LAND, the land upon which the  
very first footsteps that were taken 
belonged to those of the people of the First 
Nation, the Custodians of the land. 
These are all wrapped up in the DREAMTIME



Name and nickname:  
Maxine

Where’s your mob from?  
Wonnarua Singleton 
Your organisation and role?
Family Support Newcastle 
Cultural Liaison Worker 

What services can your organisation provide to 
Aboriginal people in Lake Macquarie?
Lake Macquarie is not our main service area, 
however, people can access our services for groups if 
they can make their way to where the group is being 
held at.    

Who is in your family? 
I live with my husband and granddaughter along 
with our dog and bird. 
I have two sisters, two brothers and a foster  
sister with us, but have three brother’s  
passed away.

Who is your hero?  
My late mother because she loved helping and 
looking after people.

Favourite bush tucker: Kangaroo

Favourite sport:  AFL

Favourite movie: Ghost

Ambitions in life: 
Be healthy and work as long as I can.

5  
minutes with the  

mob

Maxine Fennell

Community 
Connections

Name and nickname:  
Julie, Jules

Where are you from: 
Father’s people from Germany then born on Eora 
country and mother born on Wonnarua country.

Your organisation and role: 
Family Support Newcastle.  Case Manager in 
Womens & Children Staying home leaving violence 
project. 

How long have you been there? 
13 years in various roles. 

What services can your organisation provide to 
Aboriginal people in Lake Macquarie?  
Case manager in Womens and Children Staying 
home leaving violence project. 
Supporting women moving from Lake Mac to 
Newcastle areas who have experienced domestic 
family violence. Support with Safety upgrades, 
housing, getting ADVOs, Family law court 
assistance. Accessing counselling. 

Who is in your family?  
Husband Brian of 23 years and two kids aged 20 
and 18. No grannies yet.

Who is your hero?  
My Mum was my hero till she passed last year. 

Favourite food: Lemon myrtle

Favourite sport:  Netball, long time ago now

Favourite movie: The Piano

Ambitions in life: Be kind & help others.



Events
For information on COVID-19 cancellations, 
postponements or online events, including Over 55’s 
programs, Lake Mac Libraries, SEEN@Swansea and the 
MAC yapang events and workshops, visit lakemac.com.au 
or phone 4921 0333 during business hours.

Body Language Exhibition 
5 December 2020 - 14 February 2021
As a direct response to the United Nations International 
Year of Indigenous Languages, the National Gallery of 
Australia is touring Body Language, which explores the 
identity of Australia’s diverse Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and communities. Body Language 
explores the iconography of language as expressed 
through symbols and patterns and includes works that 
explore these themes. 
A National Gallery of Australia touring exhibition.

Lake Art Prize 2020 Finalist Exhibition
12 December 2020 - 7 February 2021
The winner of the inaugural Lake Art Prize 2020 was 
announced on Friday 11 December ahead of the exhibition 
opening and celebrations on 12 December. Launched 
in August, the biennial art prize was open to artists 
Australia-wide and offered a total acquisitive prize pool of 
$25,000. Artists, working across all mediums, were invited 
to submit works which reflect on the theme 'Where there 
is Water'. A total of 41 artworks from 46 artists from across 
the nation were selected, and congratulations to Victorian 
artist Chelle Destefano who won the inaugural Lake Art 
Prize with her work, Navigating to Safe Space, which 
explored the experience of a deaf artist finding their safe 
place in the world. The textile work acts as a screen for 
a silent video projection and all are encouraged to visit 
MAC and view this and other finalists’ works, including 
those of several Aboriginal artists. In addition to acquiring 
Destefano’s work, MAC also purchased four other 
“exceptional” works from the exhibition for its permanent 
collection. They included The Last Arborist by Lotti 
Consalvo, Water is Life! By Ben Adams, Baaka Nhuungku 
by Lotte Hilder and Jasmine Cruciun, and Wilugaju 
Wilara by Dale Collier and Nicole Monks. The exhibition 
continues until 7 February, with visitors encouraged to 
vote for a $2000 People’s Choice Award.
Most of the artworks in this show will also be for sale, 
offering the community a chance to support their artists, 
the museum to celebrate the wealth of creativity in the 
City, and the artists a professional opportunity on the 
other side of isolation. 

See inside for more listings
What’s on?What’s on?
More events can be found at  lakemac.com.au  

 lakemaccity or contact   4921 0333
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January

1 January New Year's Day   
Public Holiday
New Year's Day is the first day of a new year in the 
Gregorian calendar, which is used in Australia and many 
other countries. Australia’s geographical position being 
so close to the International Date Line, we are one of 
the first countries in the world to welcome the New Year.
 
26 January Survival/Australia Day  
Public Holiday
On 26 January 2013, the Australian and Aboriginal flag 
were both raised on the Sydney Harbour Bridge for the 
first time. 

February

13 February (2008) Anniversary of 
National Apology Day
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd made a formal apology 
to Australia’s Indigenous peoples, particularly to the 
Stolen Generations whose lives had been shattered by 
past government policies of forced child removal and 
Indigenous assimilation. 

March
18 March National Close the Gap Day 
For the past 10 years, many thousands of Australians 
from every corner of the country, in schools, businesses 
and community groups, have shown their support for 
Close the Gap by marking National Close the Gap Day 
each March.
The aim is to bring people together to share 
information, and most importantly, to take meaningful 
action in support of achieving Indigenous health 
equality by 2030.
National Close the Gap Day is a time for all Australians 
to come together and commit to achieving health 
equality for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

21 March Harmony Day 
Australia’s Harmony Day celebrates the country’s 
cultural diversity. It coincides with the United Nations 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination.

2021 
Significant 
dates


