Supply of Alcohol to MInors: The legal,
health and social risks

Secondary Supply of Alcohol
Penalties & Offences

Want to Have a Party or Gathering? Have
you Thought about...

It is an offence to supply alcohol to a minor (under 18) in a
public place. This includes (but is not limited to) a park or
beach. You may be fined $5,500 for this offence.

For adults (18 years and over) who supply alcohol to minors,
there is a maximum penalty of $5,500 for each minor
supplied. Under certain conditions a maximum penalty of
$11,000 applies if circumstances of aggravation exists.

If you want to have a party or get together with
your friends, there are alternatives to having
it in a public place.
Have you though about….
• getting together at somebody’s house?
• meeting at the local hotel or club?
• booking a function room at a hotel or club?
• hiring a Council facility/hall for your function?
Whatever you do, make sure that you notify your local police
station of your party, and that you pick up a Safe Party Pack.
These packs provide you with heaps of information about what
you can do to make your party or gathering safe and troublefree. These are available at your local Police station or at
Council.

If you are stopped by a young person and asked to buy
alcohol on their behalf, think about how you would feel if
something happened to them afterwards. You have a
responsibility as an adult to help protect the young people in
our community. If you do purchase or supply `
alcohol for someone under 18 years of age,
you could be fined up to $5,000 or, in
serious cases, up to $11,000 and/or 12
months in gaol.
Under age parties involving alcohol can
lead to problems within the community.
There can also be health and social risks to
young people as they learn to physically
and psychologically deal with the effects
of alcohol.
Information taken from www.police.nsw.gov.au

For young people (under 18 years) there are a range of
offences, which include:
• Possession by a minor of liquor in a public place.
• Consumption by a minor of liquor
in a public place.
• Minor supply liquor to a minor.
• Consumption by a minor of
liquor on licensed premises.
Penalties for these offences
range from an on the spot
infringement notice fine, up to
a maximum fine of $5,500.
Information taken from www.police.nsw.gov.au

This brochure was developed by Senior Constable K Rawlinson, Lake Macquarie Local Area Command,
and S. McAlister, Lake Macquarie City Council.
Funding was provided by the Drugs and Community Action Strategy.

What's It all about?

General Park Rules
rules

Alcohol Free
free areas

The Law and Police powers

If you are thinking of having a party in a park, reserve, on
the beach, or anywhere that is a public place, there are a
number of things that you need to be aware of. For example:

If you are considering holding a party in a park or reserve in
Lake Macquarie, you need to be aware that there are a
number of acts or behaviours that are prohibited. These
include:
• Consuming alcohol and acting in a manner which is likely to
interfere with the safety or conduct of others;
• Littering;
• Loitering upon a reserve or in any building on the reserve;
• Breaking a bottle, glass, or a syringe; and
• Throwing, placing or leaving any bottle, glass, syringe,
or other matter or thing, in a way that can cause injury
or damage.

You need to be aware that some areas
may be an alcohol free reserve,
or an alcohol free zone.
Alcohol free reserves are designated
on the park signage, which clearly state
that the consumption of alcohol is
prohibited between the hours of 9pm to 9am.

Other offences that you need to be
aware of when having a party include:

• Are you aware that you might be breaking the law?
• Are you aware of the penalties that you might incur
if you break the law?
• Are you aware of the dangers that you may be putting
yourself and others in?
• Are you aware of your responsibilities?
• Are you aware of other options and places that might be
more suitable for your party or gathering?
This pack is designed to answer these questions.

If you breach these rules, or any
of the other rules displayed on the
park sign, the maximum penalty
you can face exceeds over

$1,000 per offence.

Alcohol free zones apply to car parks,
access roads, streets and malls, and the
consumption of alcohol in these areas is prohibited
24 hours a day.
The maximum penalty for consuming alcohol in an alcohol-free
area exceeds $1,000 per offence. Other penalties may also
apply.

So make sure you are aware of
the signs in the park area!

• Offensive language
• Offensive conduct
• Malicious damage
• Assault
• Underage drinking
• Supply of alcohol to minors
Police action may result in:
• Arrest
• Move-on
• Person search
• On the Spot Fines
Information taken from www.police.nsw.gov.au

