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1 INTRODUCTION 

This section contains local objectives and controls for development in Charlestown town centre and are 
in addition to the general provision contained in Part 4 ï Development in the Business Zones.  Where 
conflict arises between this section and Part 4, the controls in the Charlestown Town Centre Area Plan 
take precedence.  

1.1 BACKGROUND 

The Charlestown town centre is the major commercial centre in Lake Macquarie and provides high 
order retail, commercial and community facilities for the city and region. 

Charlestown is located in the north eastern corner of the Lake Macquarie Local Government Area 
(LGA) and is relatively close to the shopping centres at Glendale, Kotara and the Newcastle City 
Centre. 

History  

The Waratah Mining Company began mining operations in 1873 at Raspberry Gully north of the present 
day town centre.  The company created the townôs first subdivision in 1876, including original street 
alignments along the current Pacific Highway, and Pearson, Smith and Ridley Streets.  The emerging 
settlement probably takes its name from Charles Smith, the company manager. 

The Charlestown Oval was also established at this time, and bequeathed by the mining industry to the 
community of Charlestown.  Within several years, the settlement had rapidly developed, with 50 
houses, a post office, three hotels, a school of arts and several stores. 

Charlestownôs position on the road to Newcastle created and sustained commercial activity and 
contributed to its growth, particularly as a residential area.  As traffic flows increased, the highway has 
become a barrier between the two sides of the town centre. 

Charlestown Square, which opened in 1979, has had significant impact on the town centre, shifting the 
retail focus to the west and becoming a major employer in the region. 

1.2 EXISTING CHARACTER 

Topography  

Charlestown is located on a ridge that runs north-south through the region - this ridge is defined 
primarily by the path of highway as it passes through the town centre.  The landform falls away from the 
highway into a number of valleys, which contain remnant vegetation.  

Charlestown is at the top of the catchment of four local creek systems that have cut gullies through the 
surrounding landscape with remnant vegetation.  The elevated position of the town and the steep 
topography offers dramatic views throughout the region and to the vegetated creek lines and remaining 
bushland areas.  

Open Space  

There are two significant areas of park in the town centre - Charlestown/Ferris Ovals and parks 
adjacent to the Charlestown Swim Centre. 

Natural areas of remnant bushland are mostly along creek lines and within valleys, such as those 
adjacent to Hallvert Crescent, Daisley Crescent and Griffiths Street.  These areas of vegetation connect 
to the regional green space network, notably at the southern end of the town centre, which is 
transversed by the Great North Walk.  Raspberry Gully, located to the north of the town centre, is steep 
sided and heavily vegetated valley.  Currently, there is limited visual connection between the town 
centre and this natural feature, with development along Charlestown Road creating a physical barrier.  
To the south of the town centre, there is an area of natural bushland near the junction of the highway 
and Warners Bay Road.  Again, access to this area is limited. 



 Part 10 ï Town Centre Area Plans ïCharlestown  
 

LMCC DCP 2014 ï Revision 2 1 
Page 5 ï F2018/01193 
Adopted by Council 11 June 2019  

Buil t Form  

Traditionally, building lots in the town centre were relatively small, accommodating single dwellings, 
shops, factories and community buildings.  Smith Street one of the earliest streets established has a 
range of uses, from retail and commercial buildings, to community, civic, educational and residential 
buildings which create a transition between the town centre core and low density residential areas to 
the east. 

For most of its length, the Pacific Highway is addressed on both sides by retail frontages, with some 
commercial spaces on ground and upper levels.  This mix of uses also extends along Charlestown 
Road, with this street and the highway forming the original commercial hub of the town centre. Many for 
these buildings are constructed over several amalgamated lots.  

Similarly, an extremely large site has been assembled to develop Charlestown Square.  The shopping 
centre complex has shifted the focus of retail uses to the western side of the town centre.  The large 
enclosed building creates a physical and visual barrier along Chapman Street and sections of Pearson 
Street, resulting in an abrupt change from retail to older residential uses on the western side of the town 
centre with no retail activity along the southern end of Pearson Street. 

Further south, where building forms are located at varying distances from the highwayôs edge, the 
streetscape is undefined.  Outside the town centre core, single residences predominate.  

Public Domain 

Charlestown has well established pedestrian flows on Pearson and Smart Streets. While these malls 
create generous space for pedestrian movement, they complicate the servicing of retail and commercial 
buildings, and are generally perceived to be unsafe places at night.  Materials and detailing vary across 
the town centre, creating an inconsistency in the character of Charlestownôs public domain. 

Community Facilities  

There are a number of community uses spread throughout Charlestown, with no distinct focus for these 
facilities. 

Vehicular Movement  

The Pacific Highway and Charlestown Road are busy state roads with up to 32,000 cars per day along 
the highway. The West Charlestown Bypass, opened in 2003, resulted in an initial 25% reduction in 
traffic along these streets, although volumes are now increasing. The original town centre grid of streets 
(including Smith, Ridley, Smart and Frederick Streets) has been essentially retained, with some streets 
closed, or disconnected by the Charlestown Square redevelopment.  

Restrictions on right turning movements along the Pacific Highway creates circuitous routes to access 
Smith Street and Charlestown Square. Pearson Street, south of Smart Street, is a three lane one-way 
road that encourages higher traffic speed that is unsafe in a town centre. 

The streets through residential areas extend the grid pattern. Several streets in residential areas, such 
as Dickinson and Marie Streets, have been disconnected from their cross streets, limiting the flow of 
vehicular traffic. 

Pedestrian Movement  

The volume and speed of traffic along the highway conflicts with the comfort and safety of pedestrians.  
There are only limited opportunities to cross the Highway (at Smart, Ridley and Frederick Streets).  
Pedestrian arcades create additional pedestrian connections within the town centre. 

The palisade fencing along the centre of the Highway has discouraged unsafe pedestrian crossing of 
the street, but has also created an unsightly visual barrier and encourages a higher traffic speed along 
the Highway.  Traffic roundabouts at Charlestown Road and Chapman Street hinder pedestrian 
movement and safety. 
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Buses  

The Charlestown town centre is strategically located as a focus of the regional bus transport network, 
and is serviced by a number of bus routes. Fifteen Newcastle Bus services connect Charlestown to the 
Newcastle centre, Wallsend, Belmont, Dudley, Warners Bay and Swansea.  Additionally, there are 3 
private bus routes and 4 long-distance coach routes that stop in the town centre. 

The bus terminus is located in Pearson/Smart Streets, adjacent to Charlestown Square, accommodates 
bus stops as well as a lay-over area.  The location of the terminus favours the western half of the town 
centre.  Shelters or awnings at stops are inadequate to accommodate the number of patrons waiting, 
provide minimal shelter and have poor security.  Charlestown has been identified as the location for a 
new regional bus interchange. 

Parking Facilities  

There is a range of car parking options within the town centre, including private and public, timed and 
unrestricted parking. Charlestown Square provides about 3600 car parking spaces.  The Council car 
park on Tallara Street has 300 spaces 

1.3 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRAINTS 

Mine Subside nce  

The risk of mine subsidence is the single biggest constraint on increasing density within the 
Charlestown Centre.  Historical coal mining within the area has resulted in the majority of the centre 
being either directly undermined, or within the angle of draw for mine workings.  As concurrence from 
the Mine Subsidence Board is required for the majority of development within the centre, Council 
recommends that the Board be consulted early in the concept design phase for any new development.   

1.4 DESIRED FUTURE CHARACTER 

Charlestown Master Plan   

In 2008, Council adopted the Charlestown Master Plan after extensive community participation and 
consultation.  The Master Plan provides the urban design principles and strategies to ensure that 
development of this major regional centre supports the overall objective of making Charlestown an 
'accessible, vibrant, healthy, beautiful, and sustainable place to live, work and play.'   
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Figure 1 -  Charlestown Town Centre Structure Plan 
















































































